Lincoln Park Green Initiative

Reducing the amount of water
that enters the storm sewer

Green Infrastructure at Home *

Rain Garden

Cortland Avenue

system helps protect the
health of our local and
regional waterways!

Darlington Drive

Loretta Street

What can home owners do to help protect the health of our
waterways?

1. Disconnect your downspout from the storm sewer and redirect
the water into a rain barrel that collects water you can use to water
your landscape plants.

2. Let your downspouts flow into a rain garden that temporarily
holds rain water and allows it to slowly percolate into the ground
(see cross-section drawing to the right).

Imagine if all the rain water landing on the rooftops in the map
below were collected in rain barrels and rain gardens. That’s a lot of
water we could prevent from surging into our local waterways! It
would significantly reduce erosion and pollution while ensuring
cleaner water and healthier habitats.
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Rosa rugosa
“Salt Spray Rose”
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Dryopteris marginalis

“Marginal Wood Fern”

The top layer consists of a special sandy soil mix with plants that
are tolerant of both wet and dry periods. When water passes
through, it is filtered by the sand and roots before it passes into
an underground pit filled with crushed stone where it can slowly
percolate into the ground. The plants also help to pull some water
out and allow it to evaporate into the air.
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Iris siberica

“Caesar’s Brother Iris”

Plant Selection

Plants selected for rain gardens must
be able to live in a well-drained sandy
soil mix. They must also be able to
withstand temporary inundation
during storm events as well as brief
periods of drought. There are many
plants to choose from. Here are a few
examples used here in Lincoln Park.
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