
 
 

Complete Streets Committee – Meeting Minutes 

October 18, 2016 @ 10:00 a.m. in the Town Board Conference Room 

Committee Attendees: 

        NAME         ORGANIZATION 
  
Kathleen Johnson Village of Kenmore 
Katie Burd Village of Kenmore Trustee 
Jim Jones Town Technical Support 
Jim Hartz Town Planning and Development 
Angie Robinson National Federation of the Blind-NY 
Chris Bushover Handlebars Cycle Co. 
David Stinner USitek President – Town resident 
Ron Hayes NYSDOT 
  

 

Guests: 

None 

 

1. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes of August 23, 2016 

 

Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of July 19, 2016 with corrections. 

M – Katie Burd   Voting:  Ayes - All 

S – Jim Jones   Nays - None   Motion Approved 

 

2. Draft Complete Streets Policy - Update 

 

Jim Hartz told the committee members that the draft complete streets under review at the Planning 

Board and he will keep them updated on the progress of the policy as it makes it way through the 

review and adoption process. 

 

3. Sidewalks – GIS Inventory and ADA Transition Plan 

 

Jim Jones gave a presentation on the existing conditions of the Town’s sidewalk inventory and discussed 

recent efforts to create a GIS database of the sidewalks. Jim mentioned that about 70% of public streets 

have sidewalks on both sides of the street. There are 1,682,554 lineal feet or 6.7 million square feet of 

sidewalk. Most of the sidewalks were installed during the 1950-60’s when the Town was growing. 

 

Typically, the sidewalks were not built with public funding and there is no current taxing structure for 

their maintenance. Currently, the abutting property owner is responsible for the maintenance costs. The 

current replacement cost of sidewalks is $9.25 per square foot which equates to an approximate value 

of $62 Million. 

 



 
 
Jim mentioned that the next step would be to conduct a condition assessment of the sidewalks and 

include them in the database. NYSDOT has a rating system from 1-5. ADA curb ramps have a separate 

assessment.  

 

All municipalities are required to have an ADA Transition Plan that analyzes not only public 

infrastructure, but their facilities as well. Jim also described how Walk Score works and compared some 

adjacent municipalities. It’s more of a measurement of mixed-use land use intensity versus condition of 

the pedestrian transportation network. The web service uses open source web data. 

 

The Town’s current sidewalk maintenance policy places the burden on the adjacent property owner to 

keep them in working condition. Over the last 50-60 years the sidewalk network is beginning to 

deteriorate. The Highway Department will replace some sidewalks where tree roots have caused a 

deflection.  

 

If you are a homeowner that lives on a corner lot, technically, you are required to replace the ADA curb 

ramp when it is non-compliant. This is one of the issues with the current policy. The Town spends about 

$50,000 per year of CDBG funding on sidewalk replacement when the entire system replacement value 

is $62M. 

 

The City of Los Angeles is spending $1.4B on sidewalk replacements this year. They are trying to become 

ADA compliant to satisfy a Department of Justice lawsuit. 

Angie Robinson said that another area of focus should be on crosswalk demarcations. 

4. Local Alternative Transportation Improvement Plan – Street Prioritization 

 

Jim Hartz said after a local complete streets policy is adopted the next step is to put together a local plan 

for infrastructure improvements. We have started to compile a local network map based on the public 

survey results and the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. The State routes that ranked the highest in the 

public survey were Sheridan Drive, Niagara Falls Blvd., and Delaware Avenue. The County routes were 

Colvin Blvd, Englewood Ave, Kenmore Avenue, and Elmwood Avenue. Local streets were Parker Blvd, 

Delaware Road, and Harrison Avenue. The plan will have to address which street projects the Town can 

take on first. Any state project that will involve a redesign will involve massive amount of public 

financing, so the Committee will have to focus on which projects to prioritize. 

 

There are a number of smaller projects that can be implemented on an annual basis such as adding 

bicycle furniture, crosswalk painting, ADA ramps, and sidewalk improvements. 

 

Ron Hayes said that it is always helpful to have an adopted plan from a locality to show NYSDOT where 

the Town would like to see improvements. 

 

Jim Jones said that the Town is currently looking at redesign of the Parker Blvd. section between 

Sheridan Drive and Englewood Avenue.  



 
 
 

5. Current and Proposed Project Updates 

 

Sheridan Drive – The NYSDOT is doing an internal study of the potential design alternatives. The Town 

will be meeting with DOT officials in the near future. 

 

Rails to Trails – The enhancement project is moving forward with a grant request to the Niagara River  

Greenway Commission. The Town will be touring the area with Greenway Commission officials. The 

Lincoln Park Greenway Trail will link up to the trail next Spring. Other improvements such as lighting, 

bicycle repair stations, bike racks, pedestrian traffic counters will all be considered. The section in the 

City of Tonawanda will be constructed next year. A trail detour will be put in place during 2017 for 

additional I-290 bridge work. 

 

Kenmore Avenue – Signs have been installed and the bike lanes are striped. They are the first bike lanes 

in Tonawanda. The second HAWK signal is installed and activated. The Town and Village will have to 

request that the GBNRTC include the remaining portions of Kenmore Avenue to Military Road on the 

region’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

 

Elmwood Avenue – The County will be letting the bid for Elmwood Avenue in the Spring of 2017. Some 

of the conceptual plans of the project were reviewed. It’s mostly a landscaping and ADA improvement 

project for the east side of the street. No programming changes along the existing 4-lane roadway are 

scheduled to occur due to funding limitations. 

 

Parker Blvd. – Jim Hartz described a complete streets pilot project to retain an engineering firm to offer 

redesign options for Parker Boulevard between Sheridan Drive and Englewood Avenue. Optional 

features would include bike lanes, a mini-roundabout at Decatur, and ADA improvements at 

intersections or crossings. This would be the first local street done, so it will set the tone for the rest of 

the local network. 11 firms submitted proposals. Public outreach will be a large part of this project. The 

Town will have to seek public grant assistance for this project next year. The mini-roundabout would be 

the first in New York State and acts as a functional traffic control device even in the event of a power 

outage. There are several ways for pedestrians and bicyclists to navigate around or through the 

intersection safely. 

 

Chris Bushover from Handlebars discussed a bicycle safety and training course offering through his 

business. With the increase in pedestrian traffic around town, it makes sense to offer these types of 

courses. The Town will see if it’s possible to assist them with locations. Liability waivers would need to 

be signed for any course offered through a Town facility. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 


