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Brief Background

2010 Environmental Protection
Fund grant

Healthy Niagara-Strategic
Watershed Management Planning

Partnership with Buffalo-Niagara
Riverkeeper & Erie County

Various components: Watershed
Report/Plan, Waterfront Land Use
Plan update, Two-Mile Creek
stabilization
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Current Zoning
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Niagara River Watershed and Sub-Watersheds

Concurrent Initiatives —
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Tonawanda’s Vision for Its Waterfront

“The Town of Tonawanda desires a highly valued waterfront that
encourages diverse activities and sustainable investment. The
waterfront area will attract water-focused businesses, support
existing industries, encourage passive and active recreation, allow
for natural areas and open space, accommodate appropriately
located residential development and balance the diverse uses
located within the waterfront region.

The Town, along with community stakeholders, will continue to act
as environmental stewards and ensure sustainable planning and
design solutions are implemented by public and private partners. In
this way the waterfront will improve as a key amenity that both
enhances public access and fosters new investment.”
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Study Area Goals

Waterfront

T~ Sustainability

ﬂ Environmental Stewardship
| l/ Economic Development

H/ Community Design
III
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Future Land use
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Waterfront Action Items

Strategies (summarized from Chapter 2)

manufacturing technology development and on-site power
applications and building research & development

programs.

S-4. Continue to explore “green” alternatives

1. Increase public access to and views of the waterfront. for redevelopment of closed landfills. Action
i Achieved,
2. Encourage water-dependent uses and expanded passive .
recreation along the water’s edge. Timeframe: Short - Medmrr_! Underway
Stakeholders: TTDC, Planning, Town Board,
3. Relocate ill-suited development as opportunity and Private landowners l:l
resources are available. Estimated Costs: None
Funding Sources: CFA, NYSERDA
4. Engage regional partners to pursue joint initiatives.

Detail: The intent to redevelop Cherry Farm from a former
landfill to the recreational park is a good adaptive reuse for
the community. There already has been some interest

Action generated for the other landfills by outside agencies (e.g.
Timefi Medium-L Achieved EPA) and creative redevelopment options should be
Stakeholders: Town Board, TTDC, private IInda'w:; explored with an emphasis on green strategies such as
fand, Trust for Public L l'i solar arrays, wind energy generation, additional
Estimated Costs: D, e G I:I recreational amenities or other green pursuits. Asa
Funding S CFA, NRGC champion for successful redevelopment, the Town can

Detail: Several significant parcels located along the
waterfront have been identified as potential/future public
parks, including Cherry Farm and Riverfront. The Town
has initiated talks with outside sources regarding
partnerships and avenues for converting these lands from

become an integral liaison. resource, and provide support
between interested agencies and the private companies
that own the landfills. Additional examples, case studies
and information on landfill redevelopment is found in
Appendix E.

WF-3. Expand trail network

Varisus opportunities are available farJ'an' &lbuclatlolgsﬁvam C;)]l:ti]lu& fo aCﬁVEImY glmue deropitr]llg Action
public lands and access along the River, with the mast ese into public resources with direct access to the Timeframe: Short — Medium Achieved/
inent being Cherry Farm. The primary obstacl -
0 overcome with this action frem iz sranferring e everiront. Conceptual development plans and other Stakeholders: Planning Board, GBNRTC, Erie Co, ~ Underway
land from private to public hands. More detail on details are provided at the end of this chapter. Paris Dept.
Cherry Farm specifically is found at the end of this Estimated Costs: ,20 mmm D
hapesr. © Bing M - interconnections i . ’
e i WE-2. Trail Action Funding Sources: GENRTC UPWP, CF4, TAP
. Achieved/
] _H Underway Detail: This plan identifies several key locations for future
wm Planning, Town Board trail connections and loops within the study area as well as
E\’trmzabad Costs: [hklwwn D one significant east-west trail connection. Although these
Funding Sources: Private, NRGC, EPF

Detail: Trail spurs in the form of loops, vantage points,
connecting boardwalks or other means of public access
should be incorporated into the development of all
properties immediately adjacent to the river. Where any
public or private development is located adjacent to the

locations are identified, further work is required to
determine their feasibility. The Town should work with
Greater Buffalo-Niagara Regional Transportation Council
(GBNRTC) to develop a formal trails masterplan for the
Town with special focus on trails and loops connecting to
the Riverwalk Trail. The trail master plan would explore

CFA - Consolidated Funding Application, NYSERDA - NYS Energy and Research Dev. Authority, GENRTC UPWP - Greater Buffalo-Niggara

NRGC - Niggara River Greenway Commission, EPF - Envirenmental Protection Fund, CFA - Consolidated Funding Application Regional Transportation Council Unified Planning Work Plan, TAP - Transportation Alternatives Program,/MAP-21
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Waterfront Land Use Plan
Town of Tonawanda

Waterfront Land Use Plan

ES-4. Identify preferred shoreline stabilization — Town of Tonawanda

- fAﬁhieWQ{ representations provides a clearer direction for both the

Underway approving Board and the applicant and the document Improving waterfront

D would be directly referenced in the site plan approval visibility
o) process.
thdt Sources: Local bua{get :
ng CD-2. Equal aesthetic treatment for waterfront ngn e ‘?n be et
Detail: Shoreline erosion contributes to decreased water properties o improve not only views of the
quality and property loss, among other impacts. Where ) ‘Um'm / waterfront, butalso other key
new development is proposed adjacent to the River and (o Timeframe: Short : y viewpoints throughout the
shoreline stabilization is identified as an issue, the use of T s ot ave e o o e Stakeholders: Planning Board D Town For the waterfront
7 : ; : ’ b imated Costs: None (if done with design =
bioengineering techniques should be the primary Estima g 2 _ ’
recommendation as part of development review. The ihor;linegabilizatrr{ mdmiq"e“:;h s Ehis, standards) spedifically, this can be achieved
Fusn mattress are peing encouraq over - -
Town should incorporate reference to bioengineering revetient walls aiid buﬁcheads fof not only erasion Funding Sources: Local budget through the following:
techniques into the site plan review process as well as control purposes, but also toincrease natural « Smaller building footprints to
identifying examples in design standards to ensure its use. habitat and filter runoff. © Linden LAND Group Detail: Properties between the Niagara River and River ¥
The use of rip-rap and retaining walls should be Road are in a unique position in that they essentially have OPENUP VICWS
discouraged and replaced where feasible. double frontages, with both needing equal design emphasis * Grouping of structures
to improve the appearance of the waterfront corridor. o Strategic siting to create

Bioengineering is a combination of structural components Development in this area should include architectural nterichions with the
and plant material to produce a dense stand of vegetation details for both water facing and road facing facades. For witerfront

that serves as a “living system” to protect streambanks and
shorelines. This technique works to stabilize many, but not
all, erosion problems. One challenge in bioengineering is
protecting the bank from erosion until the vegetation

development on the east side of River Road, road frontage
facades would have primary architectural emphasis. The
specific architectural details for each fagade would be
outlined in the design standards mentioned previously.

* Higher amounts of windows
© Large walls without windows,

service areas, and utilities
becomes established, which could take one to two years. 5 : bt e
There are anumber of structural components available to CD-3. Revise landscape plan regulations. 5 -
provide temporary protection while the plant growth ] Achieved/ -oriented facades.
becomes established. Timeframe: Short Undevws e Maximum heights of 3 stories
Stakeholders: Planning Board Y OrE0 Bntior cesaentilior?
R Froliance shorelnesethadhs o Estimated Costs: None (if done with zoning updates) D ; )
G Funding Sources: Local budget stories for commercial
Achieved/ e Include interior landscapi
ierkay Sy
Y an ut not exc e
y D Detail: The current landscape plan regulations are included mes;h Al
within each separate district. While this does provide a OIS thaV IUUY.ODSEUEE
Funding Sources: None -
“one-stop shop” for determining requirements within a waterfront views.

This illustration shows a typical three-zone urban
stream buffer zone referenced in many stormwater
publications. The first zone (25) isvery restricted
and protects the physical integrity of the water.
The second (50-100°) is restricted and provides
distance between development and the water. The
outer (25') isunrestricted but typicaily allows low
intensity uses. Adapted from/© Stormwater
Central/Center for Watershed Protection.

specific district, providing a single section related to
landscaping, buffering and screening (included fences)
would help to streamline the code and establish greater
uniformity throughout the Town and especially the
waterfront area. Specific requirements for landscaping in
the waterfront area should include, but not be limited to:

Detail: Currently, the Town requires a 50 foot buffer
(setback) from the high water mark only along Two Mile
Creek and Rattlesnake Creek within the Waterfront
Business (WB) and Waterfront Industrial (WID) districts.
In coordination with the recommendations from the
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper, this buffer should be
expanded or further enhanced to preserve water quality.

e Use of native species in landscaping materials

Town of Tonawanda
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Callouts and Key Areas

‘What is Good Community Design?

Good community design is based on some commonly accepted “rules” of physical form. As
Tonawanda refines and defines its baseline “rules” it must address a wide range of topics,
from building and site design to facades and details. The following should serve as the
baseline for future design standards.

Context
Appropriately relate proposed development and redevelopment to existing designs,

styles, building forms and land uses.

Encourage and promote the sensitive and contextual design of buildings, signs, sites and
public spaces through the use of design elements, details, styles and architectural
features as well as other amenities, materials or treatments that may be appropriate to
further the design standards.

Encourage and promote a sense of design continuity that appropriately relates the
historic past of the area to ongoing revitalization and redevelopment efforts.

Site Planning
* The scale of buildings should reflect the ¢

Building orientation should be aligned wi
Paved surfaces should be limited to what

Parking should be placed at the side or re
possible.

Encourage shared access, shared parking,

Entrances should be easily visible from th

Parking lots should be regularly shaped r.
irregularly shaped lot lines. i B
e e
Provide pedestrian linkages from buildin; =
and adjacent pedestrian systems. The us¢
the waterfront should be explored and re

Form, Scale and Massing

* Placeam: ity of the building mass as cl
street edge.

s

High-access, public functions (e.g. entryw
prominently at the front of buildings, witl
throughs) located to the side or rear of b

North Youngmann Commerce Center
Project Location
Well Relocation/Removal Review

e

3

o
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Waterfront walk
Reflection area

Increased shade gl f | |
tree planting

RIVERVIEW BLVD

New‘circulallo
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Increased landscape.
buffer treatment
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Potential Secondary

Path Entrance

Porous Paving Parking

Waterfront walk

( P \ Fy o Reflection area
| 4 / : s |
- I] ‘.‘_J) r -r / s & 0 ) Y- Increased sgdeJ

tree pla'rﬁlng

Edrml

Performance Structure

Increased Iands'cape

Overlook Pavilion 3 ‘n ; ' - Y T f ¥ g ) s '; ’

Stairs fq access to
sitting area 4
Mounded sitting area

) =7
New performance space

. ) = = New angled
g " . o i parking spaces

.—__/I_. g - B : lrﬁ'&easg’d shade

Pavi B »n
| Ilm(?a:-n y ol - = o\ / P : W tree planting

—, Replace/expand restroom
facilities y
i [

: 4 - 7 Increased ornamental &
e % - il o a g s NS v A tree plantings to frame *

Dry Stack - Quick Launch g ’ R O \ n B X \ y J important spaces

3 Lane Boat Launch 0 e ' n g 8 2 » g : / ‘l'q‘ {

7l Replacé picnic shelters ©
! with single, large shelter

~
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Riverfront Park

|

Helical pile example.

Typical helical pile assembly
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Thank You!
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