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Safvmg Lives
I\/Lpbzle U n;ts to Treat
Heart- Attack Victims
Gam Widespread Use,.

Ay r GaROT
Siﬂ;g R&ﬁmgr of ‘Tup W a'.mmm'r J ovRNAL -
cmwmﬁ ' Ghiewli ybi're going:- to suffer

B p&l‘!‘m? in ‘the mw ﬁr’m ot Porter, Stanley,
7 Plaft & Arthur here. B, Diyle wal discussing«
& cm;mratw Rorganizatioh plan with two part
ners in 4n llth-ﬂoor office when he felt a pain

pariner ] bec&ma &MM andl cailed the ol
bhus Fire De;mrtmem’s emergency sgus

- Withine five’ mbuines: % three-men paramedie i
temin arrived, tovk ome look at My Doyle andj

started intravencus treatment and adwmisnis
tered okygen. He was 8 iowtbook éase of &

hegrt -attdek victim—sweat on the forehend, al.

pray, ‘aihef appwm snd -
breathing

‘The emergency squad placed Mr, Doyls of
2. stretcher and rer_noved i to an &mbﬁ! ;

Doyle 8 heart s 1

applied a dg i to Ms* Boyleﬁ chs&st

which shocks: the heart tb rvesfore its mx-ma,!
ne, Was admmistem& 1

ery was muﬁina.
wou!d have been dead

three-yemr period, .t

Dr. Richard 8, Cramptan, director of et
NAry-cars systema st thé University of Virgmza
Medical Centez' mpm*ts ﬁmt m ke,

iwg 'ma&a? ﬁvasis io ga qu

gars guickly o the 5 e
Hie his condition zn En get Bim to a ﬁé‘ﬁ’ﬁr«i




spam time to emergencies is 44 minutes, Tn
SOTAR Cases, d;wtors say, tha ambulmmes are
ne-

quippsd to provide medical care. Qﬂlumbus
Y thur i _'I ambﬁla.nee _units

: a;mnmt "y Foundation to Pro-.

B & ﬁuﬁn Haas, exegutive |
dimm Toundation, sabe his office.ve |

eetves Shout 15 ingiittes weekly on early corgw
hery m c&mp&mﬁ wim prg.ctica,lly none &

_ago suburbs. Mra._

yeds,, T, who ud

] “attacks “in.
palittcm-,and e der

' prograsi - was establis’hed

i B ¥ program got ity start
phyitcian’e elose call with death. T
©. of 197, Dr. Charles Workman, &
_surgeen, awakened with symptoms £
‘attack. *Then the nightmere that happ
evez»ye?etybagan“nem M. Bt ;ehe

Yty wife Mym, & registored inirse, kie hwite'

Contact emiergehoy services) atfer & o !
_ p&!%w, 411 m?;gﬁamm . ﬁnany &g

- Continued From First Page

was Dr. Workmen whq waheﬁ the plan :tﬁr a
regional system In Kanﬂas ity

In general the biggest problem in setting up
early -coronary-care yi'cagrama is physiclan ap-
athy, aecording: to Dr, Riohard Lewis, director
of cardiology at Ohlo State University’s medl-
cal schoal in Caiumbus AL Jeast they aren't

hostile anymore,' he says. But Dr. Tewis and
others nete that mere gnd piore young docters
are speciahzing m emergeney care,

xAno‘ther obstacle is monay, slthough adva«
c#tes of early ‘Goronary care argue that costs
ars yelalivély sball. In Oolumbus, all emer-
gency~c&re costs total 51 million,-or about $1.80
a Pergon, -and Dr. Lewls estimates that sven if
an:_'amergency prograin. were starzed practi-

: also poses apro T -
n@is, for instance, the state-medical pmctlces

i law . 'was ‘amended, with Mrs. Schwettman's

prodding, o cover paramedics. A number of

| other states have ma,de similar moves.




Paramedic team
propesed by Ryan

“Bstablishment of teams of ;)ar
_medlcs in the Town of Tonawarnda “to
serve ag fhe eyes: -and- hatds “of
emergenicy Toom doctors” Has’ béen
pmposed by ’I‘own Supermf}r Jdmes

’I‘he superv;sor said todav e 8
envisions teams operating eut of i
"o ;mlme hieadquartersthat would be
equzpped Swith. ambulances; medical g
‘gear. ‘and Commumcat:ons equxpmeni .
-t respond to emergencies. :

: He said trained personnel weak{i
Have the - ability to coni zat
cdiréetly with doctors: at:Ketmare

Merey: Hospital to relay symptoit
obtam guidanee for. treatmen ;

) happer ovem:ght but e
working onit,’ ’ the siipgrv rsa‘d :










Paramedic Service
Planned in Tonawanda

By TOM KELLY
The Town of Tonawanda will
bagin & paramedic service o
b provide immediate atiention io
| hieart atisck and accident vie-
Ftitns,  Superviser James V.

Ryan apnouncad iodey.
Expected to be n full opsra-
Ction by next April, the new sys-
§tem will have highiv-trained
| paramedic tearns rushed In a
- specialty-designed  emergency
: inle to & heart abtack or
jcoident: victim and within 4

nirutes of the emergency.

The -emergency vehicle in
ffect a  nobile  emergency
i - cowould Be based at

v.police  headguariers on-
‘zzemdan BE., but would be #ble

reach any poiat i the fown
4 minuies.
CAfa press. confergmes today

Jn Kenmore Wupicipal Bidg.
'Swpewmar Ryan said the pa'
-raniedic fystem has been in the
' pldnmng stage for about g year
5 t eontracts with ail

2 es - taveived, principally
Kenmote Mercy Hospital and
the Kenmore-Tonawanda Medi-
cal Assbelation, are being pre-
pared.

E LI I .

MR._ RYAN sstimated the
firgi-yéar-cost of {he new syg-

e at §190.000, bt emphasized
'ﬁle sy%tem witl ‘_

eguipment,

will cmmtbme this
sguipment,”

The service will be confined
to the town, parily because -ne
federal funding is involved, but
alsn hecause it is designed 0
place the paramedics at the
gide of the wvietim within 4
arinies,

W & L3

DR, JOREPH TAKATS, presi-
dent of the Xenmoere-Tona-
wandas Medical Association,
whi worked {:iosviy with M,
Ryan in mannmg fhe new sy
tem, said 'more than 50 persons

“have applied for the. o

training and tha i
will hegm mur repaf‘atmn s}

'Od 21

“This is a pa..qnearmg ﬁffﬂrt in
this part of the United Stdates
and similar programs ave
offered only in four or five
other communifies. We will
have a minimum of nine pa-

ramedics either on immediates§

duty of o1 immediate call and
this, of dourse, will be on.an
around-thésclock basis,” Dy,
Takats said. ’
Capt. - Norman Schrzﬂi;r and.
£t Harty L. Taller of the thwn:
Policé | Traific Department
will be in charge of dispatching
thﬁ", amergency medical yehi-




-sapi’us%zcated emergene _
- treatment to Kenmore and TUWS] (}f
= Tonawamia 1e51dents, were _ofhcmliy_

- praised. by a town’ res

"f-;ij terwi board meetmg m the
. Bmldmg '

Ronald Robertson of

fparame{ilc ha'vmg %emed ina 31mildr N

“oprogram’in Kansas City, Town Labor
“Relations Dlr&ctor Norman J. Stecke
Sexplained. T 4

s Other appointees are Jdmes (Jarney

503046, Eggert Road:: Danisl Chaseiz211
< Parkhurst Bi\é. R{)bert Hodge 148

in other f irst axd actwmes
. He said various a_t__tempts have been
smade in other municipalities to start

ot; but donations’ -
dney from area

to begm_
. is en Toute

“similar programs dver the years, But.

.'._-:Bermg Ave. ;ded ‘Peck,. 257 E’-’the never got off’th d.
JiiKeunrhore A\e . “Kate Rose. 36 "'_Rggeﬂs(msaii _ e ground. Mr.

. -Doncaster. Road.. all, Town ol ‘pye town's program. however, is

- Tonawanda, and Wayné Busch, 305 '-much more exiensive than any of the .
*'-_..Washmgtogl nghway SﬂVd?f Lance .. gthers that have been proposed, My " -

. Grand - ..Rabertson said in congratulating the

.defxmteiy needed i in the town.

ersand, ‘ | Was vmcmg comments
s have previ-
‘-nd all are

ous se'g;f-ments (}f the

bgram. s¢ heduled. : 6' g0 -into
Hprik- s %]ated 1o cost in
he area oi £190.000. Thé costwilt come'

The superwsor alw pmlsed a recent
Tonawanda NEWS editorial. which
voiced support for theprogram.

M“t s . -

iid the pmgram s .o

t" other comments coming?

t
H
i

Paramedics

The Tona“-wanda _Town- Board
Monday night narsed-the first
nine trainees for its 'new pa-
ramedic program scheduied to
start April 1. The group will
begin situdies af the State
University of Buffalo Medical!
Schonl and Keamore Mercy !
Hospital Oet, 21, :

‘Sejected After interviews .
with the Town Labor Relations
Department were: Wayne
Busch, James Carney, Daniel
Chase, Robert Hodge, Lance
Kohn, Williamm Long, James:
Oddo, David Peck and Kaie
Rose, :

The nine will besome town
emyployes and will operate from |
Police Headguarters, where |
they will be on call via the po
lice, who also separate the
town's antbulance service.

The group will receive 875
hours of irainihg, more than
eight times what is required for
state-certified BIMETZENCY
medical fechnicians, ;

They will offer a specialized
emergency service for critical
ly injored persons or heavt ail-
tack cases. There were 550
such cases in the iown last !
year and 283 in Kenmore. :

T-he paramedics, the first
siich group in New York State,
will receive 34000 pay during .
their &-month iraining pericd, |
then will get & raisedo §12.000 a
vear after they receive certi-!
fication. :

The town is paying for the
training of the nine appointees,
while another 15 alternates who -
have yolunteersed for the pro- .
gram will be paying thir owsn |
way. g

First year costs are project-
s at about $196,000, althoughk
donations from town merchants
are sxpecied to cut expenses.

In other business, th board:
iRsceived an apnarem jow pid of
$7E.400 Jrom A, Ahatnews & .Son o
Bislfalo lo paint walsr fowers in Shert
dan and Lincoln Park. There were two

wther bidders,

—Received 3ix bids for Inshallation of
sinch igteral water mains glong Eilicoit
Treek  RY, between Herlfage Rd. 34
nColvin Blvd, 8, £. Morgsn Contraciors
of Williamsviile was the appavent fow
nidder af $7348. The highest bid wus

514,630,

—Accpeted the sole bid gn fws iw&rau .
T Wit c%e:vccas Jor snow plows, The $i1,-
340 affer carme from Wsller M. Ramris
Eterorises, Tows of Tengwanda.

——Board caled for Dids Oct, 71 for énm o

1oms of highway sabt and bids Oct.
potice untterms.




- -hosgntai

- THE
-always has been known as a good place in
‘which to live, work and play.

The program’ that was announced
-~ yesterday may well put great new
- emphasis.on the first of those

Estabhshment of a paramedzc unit
'certamly will result in the saving of lives.
-1t will be on-call ~and able to reach any

_"part of the town within four minutes — to
- treat vietims in those critical minutes
. immediately following injury or such
linesses as heart attacks:

IT 1S WELL DOCUMENTED that
'-'..;prompt emergency treatment, as will be
~provided by these trained paramedics. can

- help victims survive until they are in the
There more sophisticated
. equi 'ment and treatment is available, but
| ost in the time between the

‘and ‘the begmnmg of

0 'a;m is bemg set: . appla

TOWN OF TONAWANDA

the ca{}peration of Kenmore Mercy .
Hospital. Its services will be free to town. -
residents and those employed there. R
There will be two paramedics on duty
at all times, headquartered either at
Kenmore Mercy Hospital or town police
headquarters. The team will consist of
nine members, who will begin an intensi
six-month training course Oct. 21. That
training is being volunteered by th

hospital and the cerporation which §
© operates its emergency department. S

THE FIRST-YEAR BUDGET for the

-, service is expected to total about $196,000;

but it may well be that considerably less
will be spent because of donations of
money and equipment. o
Whatever it costs, we're confident it
will be a bargain. It's going to save lives
which are priceless. _ i
The Town Board'is. 1o be mmmen _d

'___fm* estabhshmg the program,

coopemtmn .
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Su_?erv.isar } V. Byan

Towy given paramedic

By JOE WILHELM
Town of :’.{‘_mzawama fepls

in

Dy, Takais _
eommunications and medical equipment worth $13,000 by twe firms

the lown
. Later,

ea

antl knew

AL

Long
Loung was a pava-

T

.o Weppned from Men

Benjamin Weppner

an-Greatbock Ine., Shaort frome Bagmge

competitive class and no tes

will be _31_@

il

John Shué}::ﬁ
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St Joseph’s Colleginie Instil

Bupervisor J. V. Byan

By JOE. WILHELM .
The Towd.of Tonawandg f

Al open o pardmedic
Giet. 21 in preparation
arfing in April s speeisl-
jized  emergency  caves far
eritically . 3l persons,

Norman  Bocker, town labor
relations  divector, Wwho ioter-

viewed the wine parvamedic
trainees before thelr appoint-

meat by {the Town Beard on
Monday, explained that all have
bael fedical fraining and some

have Bid paramedic servige.

Beunion Fer Onp

Cdn fach, It will be s repnion
for one draipee, Willlam' Long.
1992 8 an L Town  of
Tovawands, with o friend, Dr

doseph 5 president  of
nooof  Tonawanda

Kenmone]

-- aelates,  which s

j the nrogram to he

operated  in- comjunciion  with
Kenmure Mercy Hispital

D, Takats formerly {aught at

edic

Dr. Takats
Town giyen paramedic communications and medical equipment worth 513,000 by iwe firms

Benjamin Weppner

John Shuart

« - Weppied from Mennen-Greatbock Fne,, Shuart from '?,:.u;m;m'r:?_lm:,

r

A

ORRRETL
‘ gol his medical ad
tion there.
As D, Takats was helping 1o
orgamze the town program in

recent  weeks, ‘he convinosd
Loeng  te roturn home io
Tofawanda s gnd  bring ais

family hack here. )

Long emwvinced another pava-
medic from Kansis City, Daniel
Chasze, a bachelor, to join the
town  program. Chase Hves al
211 Parkhorst Bled-in the town,
Tinst Get Certifleation

Stoeker explained thal  ihe
six-month traiving program s
peeessary o gualify the ocrew

for te certification and
familiarize them with fhe way

the towuy, the doctors and the
Rospital plan te run the serviee.

He alse correctsd 2 bellef
held: by Town Beard rosmbers
and reported In the press thal &
Civil Bervice test would be held.
Stoeker explained that the jobs
will be placed in the non-

fou=

eompetitive «lass and oo test
will be held. ) . :

BOO0 Btariing Pay - -
training and will advance io
$12.000 after a stale medical
fest of knowledge, he said. The
town has estimated the {iost-
year ab $190.000 but it may
ke less since several firms plan
to donate eguipment.

The szervice will not replace

sgunads  -or
bt wi be
designed for treabment of heart
patients and viectims of nwnusual
aceidents, S
A specialiy-pguipped  vehicle
th the late i moniioring
equipment will enabls the para-
medizs lo be in touch with the

Thospital fo get informalion on

treatment and relay wital life

sign data.

B ey Fraiess

Other paramedie toaine
their ex Wi
305 W

@5 ani

The whs pay 8,000 while in

“Porier Ave., Bu

A paramediss
s, Tadce ol 3508
¥ v, Grand Island; I3
all captaf for the Grand Isl
Fire TDaept; J

tedchey " inha

now - oan

: sty David  Pegk 357
Kenmore  Ave,  Town . af -
Tonaweanda, first 2l capiiin

with  the Kenlworth  Fire
Company: and Miss Eate Ross,
56 pT af

e

. 8.

head of the eardide

depavtment  at Deliyafll
Wer Hospilal, HMorth

anta,
CWe feel we have g very

which will
vital vies o
the cormmagily,”” Stocker
added.




ﬂﬁc}ct_ét:‘s ﬁl be m ad




Traunng' will ge.t';j "nderway Oet; 21 fop
" of Ponawanda paramediciservi effemng sophisticated

. emergeney care-which shoufd béin operation’ In-Aprik

- Supervisor James V.-Ryan: anneu {:‘et} Wednesda
- Ryparesaid- the firsteyear 'cost.

puld be 5190 000 snd ihat dona-. i
- for - ;ed mﬁz htx-;mta} and tm miﬁw

altemai:&_g wills alsu ’be_v mcked =
"Torgi paramedxcs, offenng; spes

bady I&ezemore—'ronawanda “\fls:t:iw

-maI As_suerat&e Im: me prwate'-_

spec}al 3?.3 00 Vehicle wil

+ 7 pé-bought along with eguipment
“-awhich ' will relay: blood: pressure,

" .pdise. ‘and eleciro-cardiogram . -
- -data frinm a seene fo the hospital.

U Sthe wehicle wﬂl be housed at

- Dbt will offen be at the hospi-
*.tal’as.the paramedies continue
aining through ihe year in the
mergeney’ room, Ryan sald..

placa pnmt& ambﬁ}ancef serv- i
- eeror fifst-ait . mscue - sarvide ¥
- currently provided’in the: Village

- police: wﬂl‘dlsvatch thenewumt ;f‘ ‘

: -.ﬁhg Town Police Hy. on Sheridan.

Dr.wJoseph Takats, president’
LS S e o ; -

of Kermmtre- and-the town - Town ¢

capab}e of: movmg ‘to any scene -
zﬁ the town-in four mtxmtes

Ryan praised the prDJect as “a

“pigneer - effort in Western New

York for a ruch needed serv-

. lee Initial plans-are to-support. >

the. projést by fown. taxes buf, |
taking note of prelimisary of--
fers for donations: of. - eguip-
ment, Bvan said there iz some
woysibiity a foundation could be
set up zmd cionatmus are bemg
accepled.. LA p







Paramedic equipment

Town of Tonawanda Sapervisor James V. Ryan, center,
looks over some of the $13,800 worth of equipment
donated Lo the town’s paramedic program today by two
local firms. At left is John F. Shuart, president of L.},
Raymart Inc. of 678 Sheridan Drive, in the town, whose

7
"

;A2

)

-

/

Ll - J =

/

;g

d@mﬁ#eﬁ

firm donated $7,000 worth of ecommunications gear. At
right is Ben Weppner, vice president-engineering of
Mennen-Greatbatch Ine, of Clarence, which is furnishing
6,000 worth of egquipment for monitoring the physical
.condition of patients. {Related story, Page 18)

E
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anmg ammiances lﬁd.
tha mwn 8 new

cud iawn p@!i{:e went
3ummm m} dmbuilance to the Seene of
i ey untﬂ the}f arrive and

- trginees who began a six-month..

several of the men posing guestions

and expressions of concern
olicy for éispa&:chmg i
Anit whea n gees mm__

aver tmu;;
Da ramed_ 5
SETVICE; .

“Fhe tawn has hlred nine pafamed:c

training course vesterday. After_"
completing training, the unit will %
mpply emergency medical treatmem '

in serious sifuations.

(In the kallway aiter the meetmg,

and complaints acknowledged that
they are unhappy over the setup of the
paramedic unit. Some of them have
Hrst aid training as volunteer firemen
and aaid they thought an emergency
unit should have been established .
throigh the firs: daeg}artmentza instead.)

D cus.smn ever “the ambuiances Ied': i usiab

_m;uisi bi.‘ %{m 4 yi}u Wﬁ?ﬁ in private
nees.”

o Coudeilman Thomag 1 Keli‘fy main-
-%amed ﬁ‘g&i"ﬁw ;ﬁm dﬁ’é‘ﬁ@iﬁié"ﬁ w&nt cut

beeanssa the f}&mmedmw xmll be
rﬁ&ew@d fsr critical emergeaues

'ag} amimmrsef&' ):esuhis in unne{:es%?y

" incident, said Mr

delays. am_% mmﬁ%amea’i th&t ;t sheuki be'
' ; _rep{srmd it amﬂ ad&ied “ihai is not the

Chief Hoffoan said the deparbment
doest’t anfamatically #ail fér an
amblilance with every enfergency calt
b&CEﬂifse oocasional Al
called fn and the . town 46 pay. for
the ambuiaﬂce if one ik ca i'lmi but not

- needed

Lyle ff”ell of 12§ Harrison Ave. said’
* He called police three yearsago whéna

felative was stricken: e said he had

U asked for an ambifaice bui was told

none would ‘be called until after the
police arrived: The police arrived, saw

o the woman: 1ymg on the floor and only
: "then ealieé for.an amiﬁuiam‘@ b sid,

Chlef Hoffman asked him i he aad

' réportsd the meident. Mr. Fell replied

that -he hadn't. Chief Holfman, who
wgs pot chiel at thé time of the

codarms” are

Foll “should have

&u;}ewmor Jam@s Y. Ryan said the

e LA Ak,

pwmce inmy de;aartmem mw‘_ o

Mr. Martinez sgid tHere wasan -
necessary deiay aboul two wesksiagn
when a teep-age girl was strigdken.
while watching a2 foothall game at
Parker Field. 3Shée was' later

Coproncunced dead on arrw’tl at

Keﬁm are Mez ey H{;spﬂaﬁ

"The polies chisf wnteﬂdeae;% ti‘aat th{»‘:_f v
delay was not the police departmeﬁi e

._-fauii He said the delay was caused by o
cordusion at the scensand thefa

no phcne was immediately avax
samrnon help. S LT

Lhief Hoffman Sdld he undemi; _.{%s.'.

steps orebeing taken fo. have a phone

msialled Where it Wil be ‘quickly’

- accessible from the area of fhe _f@fatbaii' e
| Held. FIRS

I wasn't our fault,” he repea i







accepted_

'Fhe paramedms w

'.-.-,v.n. =







.HEW‘&INGS
NEW% Biakf Writer

The Town of T@nawanda .'

'-P@iis::ﬁ Club, - which repre-
sents 114" officers, has
declared war on the town’s
controversial. new  para-
medic program.

The club asnounced today that its
membership  last week voted
~unanimously in opposition {o the
pragram, and that it will seek a public
referendum.

“We are opposed e the plan, but
very frankly, if the people of the Town

" of Tonawanda wish to have ihis

service, then we think they showid have
i, apolice chub statementisaid.:

“For this reasony wé wiil do
everything we can to have the matter
placed on the ballot in the Town of
Fonawanda in November, 1875 We
think the people should decide if they
can afford this service.” the state-
ment added.

The paramedic program is expected
to cost $190.006 during the first vear
ang will provide emergency medical
treatment by a nine-member team

operating . in ‘a specially eqmpped _

vehicle,

The unit is scheduled to be in
operation in April. Nine newly named
paramedics, as well as nime alternates,
hegan ‘an’ intensive six-month training
program about three weeks ago.

The program hag been the iopic of
considerable criticism — and some
praise — at recent meetings of ‘the
Town of Tonawanda Board,

In discussing their oppasition tg the
plan, police club members said they
were acting both as policemen and
faxpayers.

They cited the following reda@m tor
their stand "

% The police have performed the
reéseie functmn in the Town of
Tanawanéa for many vears with great
sudcess. Oir pergonnel are trained, at
4 mm‘m iy, with advanced first-aid,
e number of the personnel
ned as emergensyomedical
.. The things that a
san do. that frained pﬁi*w

enchiniered that there can be no
jt}%tiilﬁaimn mr the huge additional

o

Ahe par amedics.

Wit the mititary during ‘the -

wnat.de 2 do geldom.

e}\pmse the ;;mgram place»; on
mxpa}es . T
vl %rnr*f be}egtmn pm~
(ﬁiurg was by-passed in the Hiring of
We are against the
program for sound fipavcial réasens,
but i it is do exist, ishoild be'staffed
mzmsgh the ampdrimi Ltvs%«&ewam
asie{ ton sysle

the w}ung f%me;;aans a&hg aﬁwed. g
nation so well as_rnedical personnel

war. We think it was wrong of
to fail to seek out thess SEOP :
encourage ihem to u}m;ﬁt@ for the
p%sm@m

e The Kenmbre Merw Imxpxiaﬁ
Emergency Department s the onlv:
facility that the paramedics méi_wmkr
through. It is -operated by a private
corperation. Supposedly they: #iil
spenid their time while ot ot mlic
trainipg n the emergenty roon. In
reality, they will be providiiga Servies
to the privalely owned: emergens*v'
reom at public expense.

- We do not think the town'ty bemg
il{}l‘%%t in saying that only mne
paramedics will be hired Eighteen aré,
heing trained, and we believe mork
than nine willbe hived ey eriuaiix :

e The town has prebeﬁsﬁé m}f
SMETEERCT . plan for operation.of fhe
program in-fhe event the dil’s eng
vehicie is lald up fow mﬁahamml sff
accidental reasons.” B '

Brian P Shislds i
pokice club, whieh i

patrolyien, = det
Hegtenants, liem_e

Exoluded dre the ofi
chiefs sid directar 6f {






“appalled”’ that Norman L. Stocker, town labar relations
director, included remarks about current .town-police
contract negotiations .in' his' response fo the.club’s
statement of oppositionto the new paramedic pregram.

Mr. Stocker said yesterday he [eels the ciub has
expressed opposition to the pararnedic plan because the
town has refused them a 25 per cent pay increase.. .

A statement issued today by the clubsaid; . SR

“We have approached the subject of the paramedics
purely. frori the point of view of the actual issues mvolved.
Mr. Stocker is apparently unable to.defend the town’s
position on these issues, and therefore has resorted to mud-
slinging in regard to totally unrelated fssmes:

““Phie fact of the matter is, the Police Club is not mad
in #ny respect as far as the contract negotiations are
concerned, for do we have a ‘sour-grapes ‘attitude. We
have compléte faith in the administrative procedures set
up by the Taylor Law, which governsour negotiations; and
quite frankly, when those procedures have'run their
course, we think we will have a fair and ‘equitable

paramedics may be hired. Aneother complete reversal of
statement, and once again the cost of the program goes up.

“Mr. Stocker states the cost of the program will be’
$150,000 Wé-wish that wereall the program will cost: The
$150,000 figure does not include the cost of a new huilding,
which the town intends to-build adjacent to the police
station Fo-house the paramedics, their-wehicle, and
equipment. It also fails to include the cost of the alieged
back-up vehicle, and additional paramedics in excess of
the original number of nine. '

“‘Mir. Stocker states that he has approval from Civil
Service to make the pesition non-competitive. This is not
true. The matier is still unresolved at the State Civil
Service Jdevel. In _-_regaxjd to any -approval thal ‘may have
been grantedon a local Civil Service level, one fact must
be considered. Mr. Stocker has stated to members of the
Police Clihthat the only function of the County Personnel
Oifice, which administrates Civil Service at a lacal level,
is to place an official stamp of approval on the job
descriptions that the various towns and villages draw up.

et A T T ST e T T NI T T

The Town of Tonawanda ‘Potice Clib today said it s '.

© the issue raised in regard to the paramedic

contiaet. : ' DR
“What Mr. Stocker has done, in.an atlempt fo smooke
screen the paramedic issue, is in reality a serions breech
of our agreement with him to keep all negotiations,.
confidential until final agreement has been reached. His -
conduct is entively unethical, andan Q_%wimis hindrance (¢
the spirit of the collective bargaining process. It is a
matter that we fully intend to report .to the Public
Fmployment Relations Board,”” the elub eontinped.

In response to other remarks made by Mr. Stocker. the
club said: . R

“Mr. Stocker claims that the town-will‘have availability
to a back-up unit within hours of a malfunction. This
statement by Mr. Stocker is a complete reversal of his
statement only one week ago, when fe said that the
paramedics would pot. need a pack-up vehicle, bécause
they were being taught to. drive defensively to avoid .
accidents. Now suddenty 4 hack-up vehicie mysteriousty
materializes. Whe is going {o pay for #7 3t seenas every
time we turn around the cost of the program goes i

‘“Mr. Stocker now cioncedes fhat more

According to Mr. Stocker the towns and viiiagéﬁ
local Civil Service. i

““It is interesting that Mr. Stocker faited to ¢

service to the private corporation that op _
Kenmore Mercy Hospital emergency room. Apparently,
he is unable to justify this private gain at public expense.

“In regard to the town attorney’s remark about the issie
being put to referendurn, we must say that onthe surface
this sounds encouraging. Now let's.see seme positive
action. If the town wanis the issue placed on the ballot, it
will be done. Let the town prove its good intent hy assuring
the public that they will have the right to decide theissne -
themselves in November, 1975. It will be unfortunate if the
citizens of the town are required to force the issite; -

“One final point must be pursued. Where is the money
coming from to pay the already hired paramedics out of
the 1974 budget? Ne appropriation was stipulated for this .-
expense in 1974, Too many questions such as this rémain
unanswered,” T S
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Our vsemen?

tocker

NORMAN: STOCKER ‘owes the Town

“of Tonawanda Police Club an apology.

The young labor relations director for

; j-'the Town Board was wrong this-week when
“he labeled the Police Club’s Qpp@mt&m to

“the town s new paramedlc unit as “dour

'grapes

. ~And he’ compounéed }'us; em‘er by
‘ '_'*reveaimg the details of current. contract

‘negotiations with the police ..
'akin to-breaking a sacred vow.-

| . The .Police: Club" has g@m& cause to
" view Mr: Stocker’s rem&rks as “entirely

unethical, and an ‘obvious hindrance to the
of :the - coliectzve bargammg
process a : .

WE, ALSO FEEL that the legltlmate
. “questions raised by the Police Club. about
© the® paramedic program deserved-to be
answered by someone ether than Mr.

- ~ Stocker.

Superﬂsof James Ryan s response
- was more’ thoughtful when he said that he

couldn’t believe that “‘greed” metivated

the Police Club’s statement ‘“He said he

didn’t want to comment further until the .
‘entire Town Board had an opportunity to:

: 'disc:uss the Police Club’s position. .
. .Mr. Stocker shot from the hip, and as a
esult may have severely hindered ‘his

" ‘usefulness in further negotiations with .

' towh police. If Mr. Stocker was directed to

make his statement from somecne in
hlgher author:ty in’ town_ government it

was a tactlcal biunder

. something ?

THE IDEA GF a paramedzc unit te
serve residents of the town isa good one,
as we 'said in a recent edltorlal

Who could: fault such a p.rogram S,

premlse provxdmg fast and expert care.
in those mstances when a person is injured

~ in an' aecident or strlcken suddenly mth a-

heart attack‘? :

However our mmal pra;se “of ‘the
program dees ot mean we blindly accept

all its facets, especaaily when some very
_.pertment questions, ‘such as those raised

by. the" Police Ckub are brought to the

. i forefront

 We are partlcu}arly dlspleased that
these honest questions being asked by the

Police Club, and we might add by a
growing: number of residents, should draw
‘the unnecessary attack launched by Mr.

Stocker. \ ,
S‘URELY THE TOWN BOARD wants

'mtzzen and . governmental react;on to the

programs it proposes. -

The Police Club not only has the right,
but also the obligation, to express its views
on’ a proposal which - would demand
great police cooperatlon o '

Instead of .attacking the Pohce Ciub '
for its- views, the Town Board should
welcome! the! comments and take them '

©under advxsement

The police suggestmn about a- local )
referendum on-the: issue m 1975 seems
especz,any reasoname e --




- against. Norman L. -5t
Tabor relations dir
cattempting {o link
d-with eurrent labor neg 5.

& club spokesman said the chlet
requeqted time to speak to the
nember-"smp '

“We sincerely . hope thdt he has
- something new fo tell us.’ the club
Said in a statement issned today.
“Police club representatives have
'queqtloﬂed Chief Hoffman on many
weasions in the past on the paramedic

ue, and to the present time we have
heard nethmg that we could consider a
satisfaciory answer.

“Quite frankly, we think it is about
time that:someone with the ultimate
" responsibility for the paramedic
program begins answering the’
guestions we have raised.” the clyb
cantmuecE '

“It seems to us that the buck Stopy’
at the Town Board lével, and we
wonder ‘how long they intend to
insalate’ themz,e_lseq from the
'centroversy the statement added.

“Unfortunately this controversy has *'|

wresulted in what could have been a
Seriods impediment to thé contract
negotiatxom between the town and
-pe)izce club,” it continued. .

- Mr. Siocker the town labor reiatmns:

retusal o grant a ‘% per éen
nerease to poli -
Mr. Stocker made







Hews of:
Kenmore

Yesterday s statement hy the Town

 of Tonawanda Police Club appimng the
town's new paramedie unit was labeled”
B ‘‘sour grapes” today bv Nerman- L. |
' v | divector. ]
“Mr.- Stock
f responsible for sett :

§ and also represents the town i
ent. contract negotiations \

. ted by the'town s refusal 1o
grant the policemen a 25 per cent pay

po
| police club was that the officers have
® been performing the same rescue

o $Iao 900 to mmate the p program. :
E  Mr, Stocker said he * agrees the _poltce

- net superwsed bv a d
don’t have the sophxstxcated tran ng
land equipment the paramedics will
fhave when the sysiem becomes
|operational in Apnl ' |
| - Town, Supervisor - James V. Ry

W -xpects the board will issue a
B tatement.
¢ The supervisor did say, huwev




B cost

Whe  Town of Topawanda

B Dolice Club on Menday ab-

f noiiteed its opposition ta & tewn
§ roramedic program as ummecas-
8 cary ané kit the selection of
B trainees:
| In respomse, Norman d.
| Stocker, town ‘labor relations
R director, who aiso helped plas
B the emergeney care progran [}
stast in April, termed thie police

) criticism a resilt of the lown'e

f reiusal to grant a 25 per cemt
g pay raise to polige.
B Siccker said, “The police ave
| 1ad, They want a 2§ per ceat

B iirease in pay, and the réquest

| is outrageous. They toink fHey
b cnoild be getting the 150,000
of the paramedic
E program.”’
o . press release fram the
Bl Town Palice Club said members
E 5t o montaly meetjng upani-
mausly opposed ihe gpgeialized
f emergency medical ~ carg
‘frogram  “beth  ab tEapayer
B and poticemen” - o
B 1izpense fo Taxpayers:
“The tHings thal a paramedie
M oo o that frained police offi-
| cors canfiel fo are 80 seldom
E encouniered that there can be
g fustificaiton for the huge
b additional expense the program
& nlaces an the taypayer,” the
| siatement said. .
E  Stecker pointed ouf that enr-
| renily there are two police cabs
per  shift equipped with
E ornergency first sid guuipment.
Fhe paramedic program woutd
have a stalf of npioe para-

rnadics, on a work wéek vet ¥

- proval to

" plbyes

E emplay  within "2
b of time. :

| paid

“wepiisticated - emergeney

| pending further
| the board might
Y for an advisory referendum.

be established, with ielemeiry
eguipmend in eorgrmunieation
with the emérgency rbori’ &t

| y Ton

. The Town of Tonawanda Peo-
lice Club today wvowed to fight
‘estabiisiyment of the town's ga
ramedic  program, charging
that it wasies tay dnllars. '

The club, which represents
members of the Tonawsnds

the o payroll and i
to receive “34M0 pay each
during &  six-month  tradning

Kemmore Merey Hospital

He ale denied anofer
contention by police fhal he
tewn has ne plagg for a backip
wnit 1If the ¢ne paramedic
vehicle 18 out of comunission
He saif a back-up umit woud be
gblained within “heurs ®f a-
malfunction or a spare vehicle

wonld be maintalned by the |
“town, with detsils stild being
- elarified. B E S 4

Civil Service Procedures..

The police club aiso charged :

that Civil Sevviee' Selectidn

_procedurks were bypaseed

hiring nine trainess; lhat the
town plans to hire a tetgl of 18
gverall, instead of the nibe
already anmounced and in irain-
ing, and that the pests were not
advertised fo recruit velerags
with medles] training.
Stecker said Civil Service ap-
clyss the pardimedics .
a8 noncompétitive was oblainglt
and no exam Js necessary.
He added fhat only nine, pos-
sihly 10, paramedics will br

Wred; ihat veterags are . - 5,
Tir apd that : can d0 FThal traiged panee 5.
s Pl WCLVRAL . e TaTIOT T TR R e TG
g " . i b ! HRLOIT
znd ipterviewsd by physicius eRgERtered

ineluded among these eelected

working  with

The program will be operate

under & contract bebween ithe

fown and Eenmore-Tonawaids

i Police Department,

Lunderg

¢ program. z “
| é:}{:»m stification .Ior the h}!r{@

period, After certification
iz slated to receive a
annual salary. :

voied io
oppose the paramedic plan and
& try to upset i in a referen-
dur next November,

Brian P, Shislds, ¢lub presi-
dentf, said the ¢lub opposes the
paramedic project for a hall-
4ozen major reasons,

Under the paramede pro-
gram, which was staried by the
Town Board, 18 pcrm}iz:«‘«
traiming  at

’IjﬂW?\} OFFICIALS have peg-
ged the first-vear cost of the
program at $180,006,

The Police Club said
posed  the projsct for
ather reasons:

it op
these

are

~Fathire o recruit par-amém
Ken- :

dics through civil service
provedures.
~Faliure t0 advertise the .

ir_'s}};t for veterans who served in

¢ Hospltal and the
; VETSHY
saedical Schoal,

of  Buffalo

MINE OF the 12 traioess are .
slated to comprise the parame-
{i:;(: corps, after they sre ceri
fied as ney  medical
sechnicians. paramedics
town offictals ], will Wor%‘:
ot of Pelice Headguarters on
Sheridan Dr. )
Opposition $0 the orogram
has surfsced 5t 8 number of re-
cent Town Board meetings.
The Police Club argued that
he thiBFSTAEY & pEfamedic

Mercy  Hospital  Emergéncy
Depariment {25} the emly fa-
cility that the paramedicsd will
work. through,” end it iy ape
ated by & private z:orpomtiéfxﬁ;
—The Clurs doubts " that
“omly nine paramedics will be
hired.”" They claim that |
officers feel all 18 trataess will
b hired for the program :
—The town's fal
preseni a Contingeney plah
the one vehicle turrently siated
for the paramedic ope
comes inopereble, :
The paramedic operdtion’ i
shufed to begin next Apri.

that thers can be

Medieatl Associates, a private !

groun of doctors who TuR the
hospital | erpergency seryice,
The parsmedips: will be em-
25 of  the tewn under
smother condract, 1t provides
that the parambdies Fauld ha

g eosts e 8
Shaln perlodd
The farsmedics are ' beind
48,000 & year while traihe
for siz maonths and will ¥8-
¢ 12,000 & year Wien the
éare
program stprts in April Towl
Sificials bave eitbmated the
program cdh save 8 dozén fives
@t heart pdtients a yéar gl

| stressed i iz not designed as ad
| grbutance serviee

The police clob pledged H

| would do sl B gan fo gndeavor
b to put the parafnedie prograth
I on the bhallet next rovember.
| Town Afty. Peter Tn Cook sald
there is

no specific authority for
a referendum but it s possiblé,
research, that
he shle to call




appeared inlocal TeWsD

 could be the ba%as far lcgai d«ct;

¥ orth of the system has been borne out-in several
r-aréas of the country, he said during a meeting of the
1of Tonawanda Board in the Municipal Building.

“said a voiumeer system couldn’{ provide as hsgh a

of service as the paid. paramedics will; because
vcfunteers don't have ‘‘the incidence of exposure’ to the.
tases the paramedlcs wﬂl hamﬂe B

p&ramedi&*s btit neither the hospiial
benefrt fri}m bexvmes furmshed by th

said those respﬁnsible Ec}r the: p
they can get md ﬂf any perseris

receiving is being donated and §

2 "'PAGES-—-B‘-SECTI{)NS

- H-conclusion, Dr. 'I‘akat's said the cummumty stands tg

ab{‘sut five a day. S
Am{mg her other conm«:r

enefit frum the program and caIled for an end to the

‘The hospital’s position on the matter was voiced by Dr s

hir-Donohue, medical chief of staff at Kérimore Mercy:.:
4. said the hospital wants to make ifs services and

ties available to the public, and will do 50— whethw .

tthere is a paramedic unit,

uritig etiier portions of the dlscasé:on Jo Ann Fik Uf 27 -
estgate Road said she isn't cempletely opposed to the .
paramedic program, but is opposed to the. way the

program was initiated and the fact ihat the peepie weren t
asked if they wanted it.

‘She disputed statistics g;ven by the town corzcernmg the
-number ot emergency ‘¢alls the unit couid be expected tu

I, she saxd cxted 33 calls per day, but that her

town pohce and the Kenmore Voluntear F’u‘e = :
: evealed that emergency- cails average anly

Caunmlman Thomas J.
information on the system’s esti i
tirsf yedr. The Hgure, hesaid 'ERT
of the town’s general fand b
‘residents of about 30 cents per

John Krupcaky of 43¢ TWU

Town'Attorney Petér D. Cook noted
chadvindicated that it mlg S he
: -.referer:dum

_'ihat further research Thaﬂ-
... whatsoever fora Treferenduin’




: 'wzﬂw of the mhw and &aharefar% of: ﬁhe prugram :
: that mlz be m full epemt»an by Apml o R

afffer cam:mﬁﬁ-ii:y-_ organtestionst :

By GRACE: GODDARLY
JC- ‘mwhat is the pmme gea! of tius pm»

gram" by
"mgk:er g Baﬂeally, 20 pr{wide the

Hatw many ;ymsgmchva par&me:i;xzﬁ
e i trammm aptl are they bemg it
While: ﬁraxnmg" e RS
.Sémkm‘ s ’,I‘h@re are. 1:’ att?ndmg a panent vghefher at hz 8
: the strest. e the Evend af ssvere frauma :
aams if‘(‘l!.&ded HrE  eROEEsIvE &3
: ahuklng, : :




£

reported.

11 Wha't_'_: method Was, u_s_ed to

regra 1

he budget wmch afipr Opriated the

'tms rmt have relmved the town
_taxgayem of 2 hurden? Was it because f
L youswonld. then have to conferm to o

rpemfmatxons concerning
'hzrmg, trammg, Jtype of
-_'anfi nse. of area hespltals”’

of ihe prﬁgram a8 $150 000.. Daes

e t%us figure ] melude the costs of: bmldmg

n_hght of he pﬂssmﬂity of

_ A --"-;_quailfled persons i this ama that
“has supphed Town SupervzsnrwJames
V. Ryan. witha copy of the quebtmﬂs 1&,-_'

paramedic posat:ons would - be

_available? For-example, were Vietnam
Veterans fotified through the local

v ferans graﬁps‘?
‘ 3

ding additienal training and |

Has the medicai pmfesm
cemmumty heen . con
cencemmg this program? I so;

. they: gwen thexr taczt appmv"i't
program?

i3} Witl th:s program




fromt another'audmnee member had

i provide hine

ish - sophisticated:

; tmaﬁ_mém- _and

;o dxssmsmm with various. reﬁdfenﬁs whq_",
wwepeall infavor of the propr: am

{" : SS&I V 56{,.

avidee ‘m’ tow. n' pahg’e aszi;i :

Ling in t.h.e.

* said. he hado't been aware of any
_ﬂppf}%itmrz to the program immediately

aitey It was [ifst anmunced Tast

spring.

He said he had numersus mtarmal

Mt Ciancii said he was takmg issue

g but

mrding heing made for comp

offieial mmutes Gt thé meeting wa
‘replaved. S : s

The tape shgwed Mr {}o%s had said
the discussions were with - pecple
having nothing to do with polities.”

The eouncitman indicated;the: tape
shcmed that Mr.. Ciancio. was" WEOng
Ciancio rephed ma‘e “the
1mphcatmn 13 %ti!ﬁ there.”

with fhe councilman’s use of the word

“politics,” which indicated to him that

polities and the params*dm issue Gre
relatéd, -

The {:uumﬂm:m ‘idl{i M. (‘}anem
was wrong, that the dmumsmns didn't

At that pomt Counmiman Gos
became visibly angry and gmd Hs
wanted an:apology from Mr Csanme
Mr . Cianeio remained silept. 70

During the debate, Councﬁman W

ng, George Ciancio.of | involve’ p@lii;(‘% ;Hi{i that he_had said

tred {;f}dd&!:d iy mterjec:ted th&t it

{

"departments
- Councilman Thnmas J Keliv
- referring to the fact that residents.
‘have been voicing complainis aboat the
- program for the -past several’ board -
- crreetings, gaid © e have beery’ havmga
* hearing for the past three “weeks.

mxght eneé}u” o
, have to: hand?;cs_ he

-riot & weapon is i

M. Krupezyk betittled ﬂewspa‘pe‘r :
bd‘ai(t mre}rmatmn

. coverage of the program and qald the
-newspapers arecensared, .
©Puring other d;scussmﬂs o the
“program, Alice Rowland of 23 :
Westgate Road' asked why  the . Pﬂi’ceme“ - '
- paramedics. are’ being trained i the . . William. Mawr ot WJ Steneleagh :
use o FredT s il the"y* went be asked i the: 3"3“”6 hak given.
. oarrymg weapons i Sthoughts ia_dmppmg the gar&m
: Cprogram. oo o ’
: Superwaor Rvan referre
-...'week §.annoyncement in v
board: affirmed its intent
" ahead with the program, de
1_ddwrse 1eaait'gn‘
-’re%icienm :

there had been nan ko5
Hoth through the | Teceivel




W mng later thxsw :
] ‘Thomas J. Kelly, acting
super sor in the: absence of th
ing.-Supervi or Jan b
id the Town Board wi
a’pair of public inform

he-week of Dec. 16 in the

g up ‘all ‘the eentroversy

+ - which has arisen over ‘the pmgram in

recent weeks.
At least 80 res;dents atténded the -
town beard meeting in the Municipal
Building, and several expressed
diggatisfaction at being told by Mr.
Kelly that the 13 questions posed by a
citizeny’ group last week would be
anisweredin writing.
The questions were published in
: Frldays NEWS. Councilman Kelly
“satd the answers would be furnished-te
_Iocai newspapers when they are
completed.
_The acting superws(}r noted that the '
ird had received the questions in
riting and. now wants to take the tinie
‘to answer them” thoroaghly and '
“éompletely in writing.
. Several speakers. $aid the board
should ' answer the - questions
immediatdly, siticé they had taken the .
rmzble te'c mie to the. meetmg darmg .

e5 repeated the
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&atxsfy timse whe ha’%’ﬁe de,,_ £ tax dollars ar
_:.-_I-Eﬁferen_dum

f@‘ﬁ’_ .ﬂipmg tmm fe*;zdmts mdep
?ﬁaﬂdwﬁa t—he pm ram is all ah{)ut

’:'med emergency meéi{ al i_ to Jay all th
W uld be. maﬁe ava;iabie in czzfz-] cand to seek e, as




'Ehe_c]ub é:: cepted the cmef 6] effer to

; 'm@e? aftez it maqed mirfmg ob}wtmm

Lhief Hgifman sazd he mresees the =
Az as pmmdrsiy a ‘question and

v session: which will Hopefully

g Jthe clih's acceplance of the

program by amwermg the objections it
has raised.

Some of the pomb rdised by the club
were posed to chief Hoffman today and
he gave his responses,

The ¢lab pointed ont that police have
tmmimnally performed rescue
functions in the town. 1t syid all
cfficers have a mibimum of advanced

“eurrently uﬁdergoi__ng training actually

served as. -medics in Vietram.
However. he said. nine, of the 18 are
veterans and six Served i m Vietnam.

* Another point raised by the cluliwas
that the privately- operated Kenmore

Merey Hospltai emeérgency roam iy the:

only medical facility .the paramedics .
swill work through.

The club’ charged that whxle not
nswering c_ai_is the: paramedics. will
“supposedly’’ dpend their time
raining i the emprgency room. “'In

creality,” thésclub said, “they. will be
‘providing a service to the privately
oWwned emergency room atk: plﬁi}h{'
“expense.

. Chief E'I.'c.).f.fman demed thdt the

3_:"paramedtes_ Vil be providing any
j-serwce W0 the Bmergency room and

aid they wali oniy he thex e for trammg
purpﬂses B
‘Most of the ixme he ‘%ald they will

; be siatwned at the p{si:ee station. When

ot answering calls. tHe

will e expected to -

ate in- training, programs for
olice officers and the public.

on'the %axpaj, er.
Jinc answer,

: .m)md be very élfflmit t6 come upwith
'exzwt satatisti
; ;emergency
capability of g aliceman. .
However, he said a rec m’ds Chu:k'
has indicated that for the sizx-month..
pertod beginning Jan. 1, there were 411

on the number of
that are beyond the

emergency -calls in the town tliat the
paramedic team s:@lzid hdve *espended
1.

The police (’hief cited 'a Bdimﬂ&i

study that indicates nmriy it per gent

(e trained t{} do that. mf"ﬁda W
 haveany, he said..

The chief said ‘the polw
make the mstul Tespo

The c*Iub also c:{;mpl&
effort was made byt
actively advertise the . positio

) '-_'ymmg Amermam. wh

of the deaths caused by h_earf; dtidck.‘: o

oCer m;isuie & bo'pxtal

The {iub cmnplameé tha? ‘we da not 7

think-the town is béing honest in saying

that only nine paramedl(‘s Wil be
_: hired. Elighteenare heing'trained. and " - &
webeliever more than nine 'iibe hived o
. eventually.” ' : :
o Chief: H@ifman sald he’ f{}res&m o -
reason.why more than nine would.be .

necessary. in the foresedible ‘usure

" unless a second unit were added. Th
“he-said, would probably only. happem o

the public reqitested.a second uhit.

sapptier of the veh
unit avallable ina

There is a change, he added; thiga par
tenth paramedlc {mghi be added e
sometime in the. futmﬂ Fhat wald

“gecgr, if the paramedics negataated ar

contract with the. umn gmng

“are: currently siated to: rec

5&&&

Cthat Cihe tDwn bias present

erergency plan for ope ation of the_' L compl

program in
Hicle

accm}entta; réa
- Chief: Hoffma
has & enfative




D they sus:(:fgas* of 54
wiher f_z?ﬂ”i:y ._a_i
\.s,ri'ﬁﬁvrv

E-%m ing ihe Ts,ai plan,

wed for oserdiion in 1473, had,
researched

boe Lhnmugmhi ¢
CandTormuldfed wiss Gomiin.
"ty input, Depuidt Town' Superyi-
s{}r Thomas T Felby feléased

answers o guestions presented
to the Town Board Monday by
Mrs. Carol Saliba, 48 Carﬁenier
TAver . Kénmorg, secretary - for
“the Ccmemed Citizens Group.

He aldo announced two public
informational meetings on the
program-for Dec, 17 in Ken-
nore . East  High School and
Dee. 18 in KBBI""GIS West High

Echonol, batn at f} F’\JI

F XLM o
vrogTam
- Pane!

a }acksonwﬂe
will he shown,
discussions wil
ielﬁm“

mrei members will include

1 ihg Tonawanda

the police

e szmr"* Mercy

ftal, the E:mmmn{'y Madi-

Sovvices Depfh of Erie

County and town personnel to

be \.hdi"gé“” with oparation of
the program.

»’m}" the paramedics program
scheduled o begin next April
1% mchmcmm RYE DOw in train.
ing. Earlier, town officials pre-
dicted the initia) SUHL 089 onst
wot.!d, be su

rw area mdmw: 2nd
Mr. Kl ]

gor dames V. Tvg

DErRmes

PRIt

bus, (.

Colusn-

oh svstems

130 commeni-

as felt that 2 sys-

aem ssmh as this w;,m}d ?Ft‘dﬂ\«
b@ne'm' Bis com mur}m

i n@a and

: }:mfz oyIent

wehicles |,

s amaaiiy fedu“ed Cwhy
2ot ‘a

F S

mstm Y fees w:l%
come from the . ' Tund {and) .

. 'the Faderal Cmnpmhamwe
and  Training

iebince - federal funds are
dvaiiable, why were they ot
applied for?

LI A
“FEDERAL FUNDING .
has been obtained for fou
trainees. The possibility of fur-
ther | {aid} was et
rmoznmended because of man-
daies and restrictons im-

pased.”

—The {(meadia) . . aften
quaoted the costs ., . | as 3158,
300, Does this figure include
cosis of building housing .
and . equipment , . . insur-
#nce. and . .. vehicles?

"The foure of 3130.0888 . | in
cludes all expenses other than
those of a garage or additional
nresent insurance
provides cavemge at no
additional cost . | . the cost of
the garage (38508) would dome
from funds allocated af the
fime the palice huﬂdmv Was
built.”

~=in light of the possibility of
providing  additional training
and equipment to program al
rendy . functioning . within _the
wn to enable them to perform
the same seryices 4t less cost
was thig aitematﬂ;e rmt

*?R*

“;F I vefersnes L. s to
police aid [refighters, the an.
is that thé ddctors and
ether professionals have re-
fused to accent the services of

other than full- -time, profession-
“Mv trained paramedics.”

—Where are the paramedics

{«;‘f
mmﬁédic '}éasitim‘zs“ Gt B
availnhle? ware Vielngs
vEeierans 51{}?511%‘@ rhr;}uuh {the
VAYT
® & & .

N APRIE 8. . . news media
carried reports . . . topie wis
discussed at town hoard mest-
ings . . . town attwe!v solicitad

. applicationg | b

—ATE A BY 91 the penple
presently in training under the:
Federal Maﬁpawer Act? B e,
doesn’t this place the program
under federai Jurisdiction?

Yes

—W o W-El mabiiize m i
ramedic -unit? Wil the pubiis
be able fo contact {themy
dirpotiv?

Through .
Danartment
network L.
the public . . .

the Polige
comnuniesiions
{ilmu contact by
5 possinde) Bl

will not be standard procedisg

" _will the town maintenafios
department be able to Serwce
ihe . equzpment) :
CYREHICLE WILL be serv-
iced by wwn wherever possible

—Has the medical profession
been consiiad concerning
this PTORTAM: have %hfﬁy -
givern their tacit approval . (%
oL The medical ﬁta‘?f 2t
Henmore Merey . ., and
Kuumae}"om*%'amm Medics
ates . . . were constantlh
ted . .. and support 't
program.”’ ) -
i this program ool be
rizmi?r-{n Uf the Ezze C{mn

Is: is nsm* a *:i”pht’aﬁ:ls;‘ﬁ L
nor i there 4my {OM}?ﬂldl}lfﬁ
service provided | g







__._Emergency Rm}m Supervmer :
- Kenmore ’Vlercy_ H@spltal Lawrence

151 aet aE questmns

-l:armanona} meetmg WLH

d in the auditorium of

: ore: East High School at:8 p.m.
T esday, Dec: 17. The second meetmg
Hs set im" the tollowing night at 8 in the
GHIYOTE * West Hzgh Schoei

bérmwed fmm the Jack

' 33. Paramedlc pmgra*n will ‘:551 the persormel begm

-and the: pre}gram ﬁl operatmn g
_Januaryl

nwgTe Mercy HOSpit&E_
State Unwer&xty of New -York at
: Bﬁi;faio L,} aymart imz ' am{mg

I;I as fundmg.
_ ogr&ms Dr:

(James} Ryan ‘
nthe WaiE Street




: momes appraprzated in

dget are for the continuation” e
I : insurance;
mcludmg :

5 i 1974
3 and ‘hstructor’s fees,
m the:contingency. fund.

saramedics’ salaries are .
zed under the Federal: -
re Ernployment - and:’

. CETA)_ (See_ A_ppen_dzx. :

ra umis are avaliabie,_.'

vehicles
‘The. gure of

of funds nece sary. to.meet the.
-expenses _of the" paramedics for the

year 1975 This includes:all’ expenses:

-'other t a_n 'those 0f @ garage er_

applied for? Would - .

lieved the town.
eiy? Was it because__ B

trammg, type” of':' ' -8k
. _veh:cle at: the westerly end of the

_f hospltals"

proposed: garage

under the CETA isting pouce La 11

and ‘Testrictions
ey maﬁdate thit.
'te_ee mﬂre than:

: £
' probably Haveta be built for the szgnal

teick, even if-we had 1o - paramedic-

- programi. - .

AL add;tlonal vehzcle. r--vehxcles as
youterm them; are not necessary:’
Backup for the: paramedlc vekicle can
o temporarﬂy eome frcrn an exzstmg._ .

ab ".-;té__ the i)arémedx vehicle . -
as a replacement ita.

They ‘are é pe

_Pahce o




the Viet-
to apply

.
LA
; é 1
T
EY
§
B

ziteﬁﬁ"ﬁerisbnnﬁi
intenance and "
-‘When this is not Equipment”
. contracts are entered - Modular Unit, -
ualified eampames as has . hleatwmc L I
i -he practtc:e of the tewn - Baqilp.. . Csto0d0 .
e : Médiéal . 314060 23,000

he: '_'gwen- : L
pproval tothis pmg pam? Lo i
Members of the medieal staff of Other Expenses
Kenmore Merey Hospntai and’ the Training & _
g T 7. Education:

s Books & 83500 T [
: " this ngi- : Supphes 81,500 5(30 $;§; {}{)(j
VE O an suppert the pregram BT : : o ek
s Umfﬂrms and

“Eouip | Mamtenanc& ‘54-060 960@
’E‘GTAL 175 i

- BUDGET REVISION




eeﬁ the Town of
cxtxzens group

sazd ware usmg :
- Mre, Saliba noted "
‘tmneﬁ a number o_f_ -

that wh:le BO- _federal fun :
involved for equipment or: trammg,-?
- some of the: salames are. covered.. i
Jo Ann Fik of .27 Westgate® Read"
pressed. the board for names of specific.

doctors at  Kenmore Mercy Hospital
who support the program.

Councilman Kelly said the board wag
informed by Francis J. Redding:

-assistant hospital administrator, that

-pammedws might be called on

 ‘administer medications, Mrs, Knowl
‘asked: ‘“You:mean they aré going to’
give: med;catmn" D{m t ever cail them- )

for me.”
Mrs. Fik then asked if v1ct1ms m:ght

cever go to & hospital other tHan
“Kenmore Merf’y

Mr Stacker Saici tixat 1E a-_K imore

the doctors approve of the program M

and suggested that Mrs, ‘Fik ccmtact

- him for $pecifi¢ names.

Betty Knowl of 347'1.oreita st
identified herself as a nurse. and asked

it the. paramedics are going to be'

Ilceased Hany-way.

M _tecker replied that they will be
certified both by, |
- Kenmore- Mercy: _
' Kriow! said’ she wanted to’ be'
sure therewas something in Wmtmg m _

_the' stat‘e and
TMrs

caseq Iawsmt deve}eped

Fillmore - ‘Hospital, the patient would

be taken étrectiy there and not to
Kenmgre Merey, ™ -
The town board has scheduied two 3 '

p 11y, publie informational meetings on :
th _pr_ogram The first is'set i@r Dee.

'aﬁdltorlum Tha second wxi{ be
: conducted the foﬁowmg mght i the _

mdustry n town such

d Lugidol.. Mis Hayes asked for an, Egplanatwn

of how ‘the program will work dn-
Kentriore, where the fire department
has a rescie. squad.

Town Labor Relations Dirgctor
Norman J. Stocker-said. both the
firemen.and vnlage police will hesable
- to summen the paramedics. He added: |
that the'p sedies will be dble:to
tran‘;port vietims to Kenmore Merey_
Hospital. somemmg the reqcue: squad'- :
doesp'tdo. . 0 % &

Several other resu}ents
some quesimns durmg'th “m @tmg 38
the Municipal Building. s

George ‘Ciancio’ gf: 95 Canterbury _
Lane: contended . that: at the Nov: 25
‘board meeting he was: totdano federal
aid was" involved inthe program:: He
Sal o ter read in the Tonawanda )

¥ nis §mm ‘either -
Vi or rephed “Not

- meeting, becéuse Ehe harm
: tlme was ier atbgr labs :




dusto itl health. -

1 My working life: since i924 has been -
Cinthe fireequiproent and safety
equipment husiness: [ traveledin most
sast of the ’\&1%31%1{);}1 :
River - '-repat"ng fire engines. *
delivering. . few equlpment and.'_.

-of the U8

'te ¢hing nien t0 operate same.

1 have had contaet with hundreds 0%- _
fireé departiients both:paid and solun:.
' ieer ﬁxfter 1948 1 sold naw fxre Eighimg‘.

Durmg Werld War. II many fzre :
-departments and voiunteer ‘comipanies -

expiameé what i i}emg set uy in the .
ytown, Every onedas a right to his own’
' : : . opinion, and T would like to see more’
Velinteer- Fxre Cﬁmpany Durmg the
miid 408, Iwa pres:dent to'chief. Lhad
to retire from: active serwce in 1966 i

péople get ‘interested and find out more

alout what is bemg eifered;i SR
Irwaited 2% hours T Em: an‘

amhuianee from'a Buffalo hospitai to

arrive to take my ser:ousiy ill witetoa .
city hogpital.

1. highly recommend the ber\rim
peing offered and do not-want to-take
anything away frony themen wlw have

Arigd to do their best m f:rst aui in the
past

‘were_tratned in rescge and: firet aid;.

_I‘houqands of Elremen -and.- pehce were
‘trained. - - Many . ofire compamea
. 'pu'r'c*haseci spema} trucks. angd

ambiilanced. Over a Eew yedrs much
“dissatisfaction arose abﬂut the type of

-servme giveR, Many accadents :

Everett I Staggmg’"_.
Town of T(mawanda_:

Departmeﬁt ye
servmes by mak

The paramedi¢
torm

care Thls caré} Wlil ‘he
most regidents in mder ¢

This’ treatment could ¢b
vatced! life Supp
eieetrocardmgraph
defibriltation,” endotrac
tion, the. adm;mstr
medtcatmns “arnd &
niques assocxated Withi adv&nﬂe
gency care.

A portable radm equl

docto:s in the. emergeﬁ
Kenmore Mercy Hos pital

. The concept of- bringir
emergency room caréiigt
Al eInergency aituatlon as
succe%sfuily in:the

Fla., since Nmembe 19
M:aml has five uhits ap
Houston, Texas, carrentls Spends
mitlion annuilly 15, 6
mntensive care vehiclss
.Systems hke these

bus, - Oliio: LOS A g
Atlanta. Ga.:
Couiity NY
nameafew i

' _pe et- progea
ics. eomplied by the:

':‘j-..__.-:'aln.fe Thaf:
' -t_fanmrally ;




P ;}aramedms :

PEIpGNES. . 1 an

. . Bmergency in the Village of

Ve _g byﬂ Mits.
Ha, 88 Carpenter
@E_Tonawanda and

lezha werﬁ

hed . in pewspapers on

i rbui Mrs. Baliba fnform-

edithe board that further infor-
mmtion was requested.

Lreply to the further ques-
BONE, - Supervisor James V.
Rian s6id some of the othar

mhinitles clted as having
aramedic programs are not

“compirable in size to the Town
TFonawanda but he dgraed io
Jiik ¥ the csmpar:%n

[ ]

H. BAID that industries such

as Ehevrolet Division of Gener-
I §tators Corp., which are con-
biifing to the program, have
oF given commitments in writ.
ng. The supervisor and Coun-
an KeHy explained that the
%‘mmated $ia(} 060 cast of
‘ihe-grogram in the first year is
ol hest estimate” and that
the figure includes $28.600 in
federil funds which pay ithe
Salary of four paramedics
S Mr Ryan said that if the
eard had requested federal
nds for the operation of the
ram it could not be con-
fo-the town and would
‘have been: an inter-community
ertaling with some federal
- Heé explained that
 in federal Mappow-
unds iz used for salaries
and doss not cover operating

supervisor- said no
-efforts were made to
_etez’ans with parame.
fning in Viet Nain and
ant ads were placed
ress but that applica-
were. publicized and- open
vone. He said Viet Nam
'ﬁ&ere among apph«

- pak .k.mc}éi_ng the
¢-fzel the. public
fow it began,”

aliba wald,

1 “Stocker,. labor
tions consultant, said no

o eblems are anticipated in a

Eenmore,
“The :I;S_;m_i‘-,chars, by experi-

-ence, can judge from a call

whidl type of emergency it is,”
ke said. “In addition, thers
would be no conflict if a par-
amedic unit and the Kenmore
Rescue Sguad both answered g
call”

Mr. Stocker said thal “par
amedic” is the job tite which
the town redquested from the

Civil Service and that officially

the latters PID will follow the
name, signifying the siatu
“pending jurisdictional classi-
fication.”

MR, ETOCKER said sach par-
amedic will be certified for b
work on the completion of his
training and will be recertified
periodically.  Counncilman .
Williarm MiHler explained that
in administering to a patient
the -paramedics will he in
divect Communication with
doctors  in Kenmore Wercy
Hospital's emergency ward.

Pollce Chief Lawrence AL
Hoffman Jr. said in answer to
a guestion that consideration is
being given o a svsiem in
which zil sonversations be-
tween paramedics af an emer-
gency sceng and the doctors in
the hospital will be tape-record-
ed for an official record.

tc}mght and fomorrow night _
_cancelled because of the death of Town
Supervisor James Vi Rvans mother-i
iast evemng ' :

To%m ' Egard _ meetmg in .M

_abseﬁce. said the fmie tmgs :

Board  and

e plans were Mel px_hhc £
nd that no nitizens had 're-
sied to see cobies . of fhe

Other yuestions presented the
_afsmmarjy ﬁf
answerk:

— Why was a more concrete
rieiy H r}f mm! ic opinion con-
Ler mem p‘ffu{mm not

woas i possible fo
this program prier to the
AnCE UE the budget which

inted ‘m- ’?nm‘?w )
waed o rav










gl c;f ethmc ffrm;

: Ey GR%L‘E GGDBARD

! €E—-—Iﬁ-, ihere stm & neeﬁ for etlmw i _'

gamzafmns gt cannﬁrty”

Gmla_—m my {}pmmn yaa \'Iew Tai-

"_g.rant:,s having ‘no-fridnds or relatives hefe,

nd. espectally. those not- conversant in Eng-
: s%z peed to cgmtact ﬁiher reeenﬁ xmxmdrants _
C o ‘also fmmﬂws 6f thicsg whe Ve beez:_.

Amemcans for many wars

L“FmBut it it frite that taﬂay 5 mmﬁ«.
i 'ﬁrmxts arg deneraiiy better educated: than )
3 -'ih:we whin came herp dm‘mg the ﬁreat v;aw*;
1 f.'nmmgratmn af tive 15805 an& ear!y Iﬂﬂs}s"_ o

Gmm-—-i{ Kigw that g:esple Twho ermcmie'-_ :

jfrc»m Ita”i;s, e lasﬁai}y well edugated, Weve

| hived women in my .own business who, in’
g it:—xl:s; ‘were sthool teachers or dressmakers.

Hhey stay G until they sert af zot their feet- N :

Cooni the greund




spond and
K )










Certified as regular paramedics
were: Hobert C. Hodge, 146 Bering °
Ave., town; Williamm D. Long. 1992
Sheridan Drive, "towr; Kate Hose

173 Marjc:rie ‘Drive, town;

305 Washmgton ighway, Snyder;
Daniel Chase, 946 Higliland Ave., town,
and David A, Peck. 257 Kenmore Ave.
town. :
Certified as alternates were Kevin
B, Day, 184 C}aremnnt Ave., fown::
~ Kent Hicks. 184 Grayton Ave.. town,
~and Mark J.. Kahqmc 230 Roghelle
'Park town. 7
Expected fo complete thelr
requirements and be certified as
alternates:are Honald P. Robertson, 90
Sherwiti Drive, town, and Russell'
Tedésco, 240 B
Tonawanéa L '
Regular paramﬂdlcs resrdmg 0]
the town now have six months in which-.
to mave mte the tawn Any alterniates:
town w1li not be
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ers Selective At

By GRACE GODDARD

The annual Rummage Sale
spotisored by-the Kenmore Zonta
‘Club Friday evening and Satur-
. day morning attracted an antici-
pated eapacity crowd: to Memo-
rial Hall, 335¢ Delawarey Ave.,
Town of Tonawanda, But shop-
pers were more selective:than
i former years, and ‘préfaged
- the ustally “grab and-purchase”
" with a guestion: “How mugh?”
Try-ofs and even sheppmg list
congultatlons .marked  this event
that- bepefited the new Para-
_.medms Program of the Town of
"‘fonawanda,.” By the’ “fimme . the
tradifional 1l whatever . you
can stuff inte a shoppmg bag
for 50 ¢éents” signal was given
-ate’ Saturday mommg, much of

been moved. The residue was
picked up By a Salvafion Army
truck.

‘Fun. Affair

Aside from the bargains, the
sale was & fun affaly and it's
‘ becorning more and more appar-
ent that this informal {ype of
salesmanship 1s extremely popu-
lar.

A four-volume set of Shake—
speare’s plays was purchased by
Miss Donna Kord, 14, for a bit
more than a dollar,

1 love Shakespeare and Tlove
these prices,” said the comely
daughier of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Kord, 46 W, Girard Blvd Ken-
more.

Meanwhile, ZDon-na s mether
was successfully  rimmagiag
amidst piles of kitchenwareé that

Miss Kﬂrzﬁi finds hard’s imoks at
‘as she likes it’ rates

the mounds of merchandise fad .

looked good as new, dhanks to
Cthe Yelbow grease” {Hat prev-
lously hiad been applied to booth
iterns by Mrs. Harvey M. Bomen
whe's . never ‘missed a meeting
during her 27 years of Zonta
membershig.

F_mds Bible

“Beek and ye shall find”, ap-
parently was the -Biblical ‘im-
puise that ‘oroaght -Julian ‘Togle
6" the sale, An intersdenomina-
Honal ministerial scholar, ke

soiight: and found. 2 Bible and.
‘several beoks on theologleal sub-

jects at prices that rivaled the
widow’'s 1nife,

A definitely-not-for-sale feature
of Friday night's “early bird”
event was Jason Nawrot. This
10-month old charmer was toled
in papoose fashion by his under-
standable proud father, William
Nawrot, 430 Westgate Bd., Ken-
more., Mrs. Nawret was search-
Ing for a large plelure frame
that could enhance a coliage of
photos she planned fo be taken

" of the baby at varying stages

of growth.

There were many attractive
small items that BMr. Nawrot
cpuid have purchased. Imsiead,
baby-laden as he was, he bought
a vacuum cleaner complete-with
attachments.

Toy Counter Busy

The toy counter was a frenzy
of activily as young fry Hke
stephen Varkonda, 11, and Peler
Martinelli, 8, found bargaing in
galnes,

Stephen s the son of Mrs.
Clare Varkonda, 80 Seventh St

W

and Peter is the son of Birs.
Marilyn Martinelli, 2079 Batley
Ave. Badminton and teonis.
rackets were the discovery of
Martha Irish, 11, daughter of
Bfr. and Mrs. Dale Irish, 316
Wynnwood Ave., Tewza of Tona-
wanda.

Bargains galore gratified the
customers. But what truly wow- .
ed themn on Friday was when

‘Hapey Baldwin, whose wife is

a Kemmore Zonta past president,
tried on a eurly wig and fhen—

Jin a reflective mood-—atmired

what he saw i a shiny frying
pan while Mrs. William Mielie,
also a past president, iried io

‘complete the sale.

Repairs Made

Mrs, Betty A, Miller and Mrs.
Wilfred T Pearson, co-chalrmen
of fhe event, crediled the A-l
condition of sale appliances to
repsirs made by Bill Moyes, 20,
and his brother Paul, 14. They've
assumed this responsibility for
the past several years, although
they hawve no cotnection with
the club other than friendship,
Their  mother, Mrs. Willlam
Moyes 353 Taunion Ave,, also in
friendly  fashion mans & booth,

The pant-suited, sneaker-shod
Zontians alseo apparently had
fun—but of a more frenzied sort..

“Their wvear's work is dene;
but within a week I can predict
that Zontians will already begin
collecting things for next year's
event. They'lt do just fine, ab~
thougl garage sales are begine
ning o smake g dent in our cel
lections,”” Mrs, Pearson sald, -



Ed

The apparent low bid-of $18,848 for a
vehicle for use by the Tawn of
Tonawanda's new paramedics
program was rejected by the Town
Foard iast night in favor of one costing
56,823 more.

The bid of Beoadsafe Emergency
Yehicles Inc. of Shelbyville, Tenn. was
rejected on the grounds it didn't meet
specifications. "

Town Councilman Gordon H. Tresch
said the wehicle didr't meet
specifications in pumercus areas and
the firrn admitied it didn't.

As a rvesult, the board voled
unanimousiy to award a 325,671
contract io Professional Vehicles Sales
Inc. of the Browx,

The board was guestioned about the
amount it is speading on the
paramedics program by Carol Saliba

#

of 88 Carpenter Ave.
She noted that the paramedics, who

are currently undergoing training with

the program scheduled to bhe
operational in"May, have a first-year
budget allocation of $156,000.

Mrs. Saliba sald §110,000 has already
been allocated for salavies and now the
town s spending $25,000 for a vehicle.

“That leaves less than $15000 for
operating expenses,’”’ she noted. "'Do
vou think yon can still stick to the
$150,0600 budget 7"

Superviser James V. HRyan
responded that he is confident the
pararedic program will stay within its
pudget limits.

In other maliers during the meeting
in the Municipal Buflding, the board:

—-(iranted the Towne Art Guild Inc,
permission {0 hold its anmual art show af the

aﬁgf{iﬁfﬁw&ﬂ e

Detawars Pool on July 27, with an Aug. 3 -

rain date.

—Approved the hiring of Robert Welis, 49
Gravton Road, o do public relations work |
for the town Bicentennial Committes at $i04
per month. :

~Approved creating the posifien of an i
addittonal assistant supervising building
inspector. . :

—Awarded a §39,273 contract to Mid-City |
Dodge Inc. of Cheektowaga for 15
replacement police cars. The firm was low
bidder.

--Awarded contracts of $9,141.02 1o Laux -
Sporting Goods and $277.40. o Jim Laudtka
Sporting  Goods, both  for  baseball -
equipment.

—{alled for bids at 8 p.m. March 10 for a
“low center of gravity” tractor for use by
ihe Parks Department. i

—HNeted three bullding permits for
construction valped at 33,500 for the week |
ending vesterday.

-—Agjourned uptil § p.m. Monday,

s
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$15,000 Vehicle
For Paramedics

The Professional Vehicle
Sales Inc,, The Bronz, has
ween awardsd a contrast at ity
Lid price of B25,671, 1o supply
an emergency vek higie for the
Town of Tonawanda's para-
medit programn,

The town board suthorized
the purchase Monday evening
afier rejocting a bid of $18.841
sy Roadsafe Lmergency Vehi-

cles Inc., Sh &ibwille Toenn., on
the grounds that R(ﬂdmfe’s
el acli, faited to meet speciiica-
tioms in several respecis.

The paramedic vehicle will
consist of a fruck chassis and 2
module designed for emeérgén-

ey care and outfitted with the

latest in  medical eguipmeni.
The paramedic program s
scheduled o hepin  Detween
April 1 and May L

‘Only two bids were received
on the vehicle,

romncilman Gordon H
Tresch, whe moved approval of
the pmci;ase, sald delivery is
expected in about 75 days.

e hoard aceepted the low
nid of Mid-City Dodge Inc.,
Cheskiowaga, to supply 10 cars
for the Police Department for
35,272, The transactlon in-
volves the trade-in of 15 usad
Cars.

In pther action the board
mppmwd a contract with the
Sxlaried Workers Associntion,
2 union representing 341 <lerk
cal and supervisory empioyes.
The sgreement, retroaciive to
Jan. 1 and eifsctive for 2 ysars,
is the fourth pact negotiated
between the town and the
union. It provides for a § per
vent saia*:* increase with a
wage re-opener in the sscond
year, snd a prescription drug
plan.

[

et e i
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By TOM ERNST -
NEWS Staff Writer
(Another photo, Page 1}

A two-year effort requiring
thousands of hours of planning and
training paid off last night when 12
persons were graduated as full-fledged
paramedics in the Town of Tonawanda.

Nine of the graduates officially start
their $12,000 a year jobs Thursday.
Three will serve as alternates. Two
more are expected to complete the
requirements and be certified as
alternates shortly.

The paramedics will provide "round-
the-clock ‘emergency medical care in
the town. The paramedics are trained
to begin treating victims at the scene
and continue, the treatmeint while
trafsporting the victim to Kenmore
Mercy Hospital in & specgallyweqmpped
vehicle.

The town is _cu_rr.en'_'z_}y_ awaiting
delivery’ of the vehicle, expected in
about three weeks Affer that, it is
expected to be another cotple of weeks
before the unit is fully operational.

In the meantime, the paramedics are

continuing their training and are

spending time riding in town police
cars to learn their way around the town
and o familiarizé themselves with
police operations.

Dr. Joseph Takats of Kenmore
Mercy Hospital, who headed the
instructional phase of the program.
said the town now hds “probablv the
finest such program in the-nation.”

Dr. Takats certifed the graduates
last night. Each has completed a
minimum of 1,000 hours of training,
both in the classroom and at area
hospitals.

Supervisor James V. Ryan, who
initiated the program sorhe two years
ago, praised the efforts of Town Police
Chief Lawrence A. Hoffman Jr. and
Labor Relations Director Norman J.
Stocker. _

The paramedics will be under the
direction of Police Capt. Norman E.
Schultz, head: of the department’s
Traffic Bureau. ‘

Capt. Schultz presented the
paramedics with their caps and badges
during last night’s graduation
ceremony in. the Municipal Building.

"Chief Hoffman administered the oath .

of.office.

Capt. Schultz, left, congratulates paramedic Lance Kohn ..
- During graduatien ceremony (Another pheto, Page )
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By DAVID S ?f{TXLRSKE

Gzaéuatim serémonies for 4
Town of Tenawamia paramedics
were. Hele Mondzy, ‘pight durisg
a fneetfing of the Yown Board at
the “Kenmope:Town df Tondwan-
da’ Municigal Bldg.

“The*patamedics have ; com-
ug}le'erl §:- mven-;mmih u."ammn
1 EE Kenmore Merey
H%plfax “aiithe University of
Buffale Medieal Sehosl. -

“They wete presented diplemas,
caps - andabadges b Capl. Nor-
man Schullz of the town’s Polige
Dept. ; whe is corninander of the
town's T;‘aff-ig Bureau and chiet
ol pm-‘amedi{fs o ;

_T; d!}kﬁd Aasabtant@
E’a; '}ﬁlﬁdli.‘*"__ll? t"cmwr_i medi-

"g_c;_i agsistants who supplement

amm@dm Get Th@w '] 1§ﬁ

the wori; of meilial pezsozmel

The palamedlcs will nse town
venicles ‘equipped to keep them
in coniget with physicisns at

Eermore Meiey while they are .

siding patients at the scens.
“ Presented the dipldmas. by

“Caph: Sehultz, assisted by D
Jeseph, Takats; who had partici-

pated the paramechcs tram-
ing, were:: '

ﬁlteruate ?di’&mf’{‘h{.“ el Rﬁl’i».

ald P Robertson Sr., Kevin B:
Day, Rissel - Tedesco, Kant
Hixson and Mark J.oKahanic:

Paramedics — Mrs. Hale R
Wenzel, David -A. Peck, Wil
fiam Ir. Long, Wayne P Busch,
Lanee J. Kokw Sro Bobeiry €
Hodee, Jamaes W- Larney, Dan-
et N. Chage ans dosenh B.
0dédy,

Twm Superyivor, Jdmes V.

 Byah praized the. paramecms-
-~ and sald a.igreat deal of fime,.

talent and effort has Heen. dd-
nated by mmzmerabie pe{)pie

“who have. Eon mbuted B the

town ymgram

The Town Boged wited m hire
the 14 ‘paramedies, effcelive
Thinrsday, at anm;al salarzes of
$12,000 edch. :

fn other action, the baard et
June 16 for a:public hearing gn
a pm}msai 3 HETEase, the max-
P Al salarysehiorn cit-
7ens can parn and:sik reeewe a
56 per cent: pmperty tax exemp»_
ton, - )

Under - 'ihe' wroposal, the in-
come Hmit woild he rarwd forr
persans 85 and over fmm 5,000
to $6.000 2 vear




&

af ay of sephtstzcai@d médmai gear

oxterior shot of the
headqmrters

wll be

recentiv eomp%eied a sx~m-
téwiniig ‘course. The vehicle mii'be
manned by iwo paradmedies at all
times.
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11 Paramedics

By TOM KELLY
“We welcoms them, this new

e DL

! breed. to:a much-nesded ares

of skill. They represent what
for this wwn is a milestone,
another flrst.” '

Town of Tonazwanda Police
Chief Lawrance A. Hoffman
Jr., thus jntroduced 11 men and
one woman =zt Mondav
evening's Town Board meeting
as they officially wrere desig-
naied paramedics in an emer-
sency  maedical  care  service
program dus to be in operation
on July 1. o

Chief Hoffman, who presided
at the ceremonies and  who
sented the graduation cer-
ivates, ioined  Supervisor
James V. Ryan and Dr. Joseph
Takats, presidest of the
Kanmore-Tenawanda  Medical
Assgoiation, in commending
the paramedics on their “long
and ardusus’ months of stady
and preparation and their
readiness “to serve your feliow
man.”’

STHIS PROGRAM was con-
ceived 7 vears ago and since
then many persons have given
of their time and ialendis 0
make it a reality,” Mr. Byan
said, “The paramedics spent

#30 hours of institiutional train-

ing and 350 howrs in hospiial
and clinical training. I'm proud
of them.”

Ty, Takats described the
creation of the paramdic cQrps

“ as “a situation unigue o this

area’” and called the parame-
dics “one of the finest groups
of people”

ST teok a gutsy banch of offi-
—m the superviser and the
fman — to faunch this
vics, he sald
Takats also annpunced
fhe curricslum under
whinh  the naramedics wers
traiped may be adopted by an
= collage and that 2 formal
-ourse Toay be established with

rredits for iis graduaies.

CHIEF BOFPPMAN said the
sown i8 indehted to Dr. Takats,
tp Morman 1o Stocker. labor
relations director, who [evs)etis
nuted the program; and 10
. George Sanderson  Jr,
chisf of anesthesivlogy of Ken
more Mercy Hospital, and to
Dr. David €. Dean, chiel of
fhe cardiopulmonary labora-
iy al Yeterans Adrpinisira-
vion  Hpspital, for ‘‘valuable
Aipsction”’  in ihe spacialized
fraining-

Traffic Capt, Norman B
Sehults, who will supervise {he
operation of the naramedic
vehicle, presented each pa-
ramedic wih a bine uniforim
hat.

During their training, the par
ramadics were paid ai the
avpual raie of $3000. As of
Thursday their annual salaries
will be §12,400.



&

Tenawanda H

' Welcome Rife for

2 Paramedics

. By TOM KELLY

“We welcome them, this new
breed, to a much-nesded area
“of skill. They reprasent what
for this town is a milestons,
another first.” '

Town of Tonawanda Paiice
Chief Lawrence A, Hoffman
Jr., thus imtroduced 11 men and
one woman at Monday
evening's Town Board meeting
as they offictally swere desig-
nated paramedics in an emer-
zeney  medical carg  service
progrars dus 1o be in operation
an July 1 .
Chief Hoffman, who presided
at the ceremonies and who
presented the graduntion cer-
iificates,  jomined  Supervisor
James V. Rvan and Dr. Joseph
Takats, presidert of the
Eenmorg-Tenawands  Medical
Association,  in commending
the paramedics on their “Hong
and grducus” months of study
and preparation and fheir
readiness o sarve your fellow
man”

15

olds

<PHIS PROGRAM was cOn
reived 7 vears agn and since
rhen many persons have given
af their time and talenis 1o
makes it a reality,”” Mr. Ryan
gaid. “The paramedics spent
50 hours of institiutional train-
ing and 380 hours in hospizal
and clinical training. P'm proud
of them.”

Tir. Takats described the
creation of the paramdic oHIps
as Ya siiuation wnigne to this
area’” and called the parame-
dics Yone of the fipest groubs
of people’

7 taok a gatsy bunch of offi-
pigls — the superviser and the
waciiman - to launch this
rvice,’” he said.

vy, Takats slsn amnounced
that the carrienbum under
which the paramedics were
crmined may be adopied Ly an
ayea cpflege and that 2 formal
cosrse may be esiablished with
rredits for its graduates.

CHIEF HOFFMAN said ihe
toen i indebled 1o Dr Takuis,
16 Morman 1. Stocker, Iabor
relations director, who co-ordi-
nated the program; and 0
e, Geopsé Sanderson  Jr.
chip? of anesthesiclogy of Keo-
more Mercy Hospital, and 10
ryr, David (. Dean, chief of
the cordiopulmonary  tahora-
fary at Veterans Administra
tion  Hospital, for “yalpable
Airpction” in ihe specialized
iraining.

Traffic Capt. Normaun B
Sehultr, who will supervise the
operation of the paramedic
vehicle, presenied emch pa-
ramedic with a blue uniform
hat.

During their training, the pa-

vamedics were paid at the

annusd raie of EGGD. As of
Thursday thelr enpual salaries
will ba §12,006.



- Established 1§30 -

- Monday,

oxagmgs ieft sm shoreline
Se&r {8 Emai in baakgrmmﬂ

foi .'wct:m WAS., fﬁund ah ! 1

finutes later by the City of Tonawanda

?olsee Bepartmem 8 uaderWa T

examm&;‘ anﬁ the b@d‘y wag taken .
o the county MOTER D R




$1A0 €1




At midmght tomermw, t!ns gmup of speetally- ramed
paramedics and their spema!!y—eqmpped trdck officially ywiil
“he ready to spring inte action in the event of  serigus
émergencies anywhere in Kenmore or the Town of Tonawanda.
The paramedics and their van were formally igspected
yesterday by Tofwn Supervisor J ames, V Ryas, left Eoregmund

.shown addressmg the gmup" With Supervisor Ryan is Police

Chief Lawrence A. Hoffman Jr. The unit won’t have a special
telephone number. Town police {876-5300} and village- izremen
{875-3000) ‘will determine whether an emergency is serious

‘enongh m warrant mspatchmg thie paramedics.

- The .Town af Tonawanda 5 new
: _paramed;c team, which went into
’service ‘at ‘midnight last night,
. -'apparently is.being *‘phased” Tito the
job -despite: the. extensive training its.
- members have undergone. i
According to Norman Stocker; town @
: :laber relations director, similar phase-~ ©
i pragrams have i’aeeﬁ used’ by oiher: i







‘Photos by David L. Bughee
NEWS Staff Photographer

Kate Wenzel fills out a report
. Shéfs thezualy womanamong L2 paramedics

Letters from town reside
hand experience with the para
of their performance: TRARES

From a‘nurse whose neighbor suifered a heart
attack—"1t is a nice feeling to be a resident in the |
Town' of Tonawanda and know. there is a medical
system such as this available when it is necessary.”’

From a woman whose husband had a heart at-
tack—“Please pass on our sicere thanks to the
paramedics that helped wus in this recent
emergency. The true professionalism they
exhibited is a credit to the Town of Tonawanda
paramedic squad and to the Town of Tonawanda
Police Department.”

From alawyer after his son's bicyecle was hit by
car--*“It is comiorting to know that such services
are available in the event of amemergency This
performance fully justifies, in our minds. the in.
stitution of the paramedic program and once again
confirms the excellent services we have available
inthe town. "
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Patrolman John Marphy reaches for the aleri button
. To notify the paramedics of an emergency
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thm :
Me{ixcal

yalume of ‘gusstions” fmm seme’ segments of. the
community, :

The pi-*ogz’*a-m has béen fully operational for a little
more than three months now and vou don’t hear
anyone guestioning it anymore. :

The paramedics like to think that ibeir actions
have answered those guestions betler than verbal
explanations-ever could.

The end result of any medical
measured intérms of lives saved.

program is
“Have you saved anyone’s life?."” several of the
paramedicswere asked during a recent interview.

The answers were virtually all the same. The
paramedics aren’t quick to give a definite “'yes™

After all, they say. who can know for sure that

someone Wouldn't have pulled through.

On the other hand, the paramedics {eel in theirown
minds they have saved lives. When vou answer & call
and the victim’s heart isn’t beating and you get it
going again and that ‘person is alive today—few
would argue that yousaved d fife.

Twe paramedics are on duty at all times. When
they aren’t answering a gall, they are either at the
town police station or at Kenmore Mercy Hospital
(KMH).

The 10 fuil-time and two part-time paramedics are
under the jurisdiction of the police depariment, The
program was set up in conjenciion with Kenmore
Mercy.

_Town of Tenawanda’s . hmergen v
t-was just-getling off the ground {ast o

- béfavm’tim inthe van..
winter, its worth was the subject of a considerable gn

“the Lali% and

__t pdtl(}nts atﬁ ta

v in ..ihe' emergen(,y room to momidz"the v&tai'.

Thl’*s enables a doclor 1o advise th& pdzamedwﬂ Gn-:;;

- what treatment to administer while the viclim s en '_

route to the hospitdl.

Sometimes the paramedics are swamped with
calls, as many as four within 35 minutes. So far,
reports fown Labor Relations Director Norman. J,
Stocker, the: paramgdaeb have been able 1o handie all
en’t had to assign priorities tothem, -

Other mme huweve: the par amedics.- mightput in :
anmeight- hﬁur sht’it without receiving a single call.

They use the siack periods to practice their skills
and further their educations.

Paramedic Robert Hodge explained that most
times those on duty will go ever 1o the hospital and
observe what is going on in the emergency room.
“You. get to. know the doctors and you gain ex-
perience; under the doctor in charge,” he said.

Fvery Wednesday, three paramedics are on daty.
One spends: the entire shift at the KMH emergency

room. )

The paramedics’ office in the police slation is,
stocked with medical books and practice eglipment.
A htfe -like rubber arm, complete with veins, enables
them to practice giving intravenous injections.

Joseph Oddo’s view of the job was typical of the
paramedics questioned.

Ui am enjoying iU he said, “You are constantly
learning. and growing more confident. The time goes

fast because no two calls are exactly alike.”

Because the paramedics are reserved for serious
cases, by nature the job has a lot of grim aspecis to
it. Some calls, however, ¢can besiewed a litlle light-

heartedly.

Paramedic Hodge recalled one in which they were

sumisioned to a Iocal plant and found that a

WOman

emiplove had gotten her halr caught in a machine.

Her hair wag intertwined so tightly that the only
way the paramedics could free her was to take the

machine apart.

Some calls, however, are such that there is nothing
the paramedics. or anyone £isg, ¢an do te save a life,

I’s when a life hangs in the:balance thal the
parame{ims have the opportunity to employ their
skills to give life the edge it needs tcza defeat death,

Se far, the paramedics say, Ehey have employed

their &;REHS correctly.

“We haven’t blown any yet, I hﬂpe we never do,”’

Parameddi¢ Hodge sdid.



szde'of Sberzdan between | Loretta:
Street’ and lemmgton A,venue are

oneside and 2 storeon the other o

Sambo's is a- chain of restaurants.
Nene Is listed as bemg in the Buffate
ares, however :

5y anether

for estabhshment of & senw

‘c:enter i
There’ had been scm_e-- Tattiats

'the federal government reguires ‘b
 town'to. sign, ‘might have manda ed 4

H{—z sa;d it ha
plan-fo use the mamm;y of:

: poncern: that the arnendme

“change in the way the tewn gians
spend the funds.

- Ivother action’ fiﬁrmg the meetmg m 5
the Municipal Building, the board:.

--Promised that it would takie attionona

complalnt that-a Sheridas Drive'motoreycle:
dealer. ailows his refuse o be. blown: aba:mt’_

“ghade trees, Counciiman: H By
L pyplaimed tthat the trees wer
. Ciitended for spring planting bul-it b
| Besn decided 1o wait nntitfallte l

" the neighborhodd.

:'zmt g':that Grayco--had aireddv
'..donated some medlcal eqmpment to

Graye |
j'ef the denated equipment - The
- eqmpment all operates mdepencientiv

he said™
- The ceun' i rnan added that Grayca

' a'mend'me E:te 1ts agreement with the

féderal gevernment ‘1o receive

© Copamanity Deve!opment Act funds.

__’E'}__ae tawn is. ‘scheduled: to receive

-'—Revelvgd appdrent low bid’-? fram- o

A e :
. pﬁrchaﬁe af: fhlerme f@r e twn Eidiatagns

poeks and for hydrated ime alid pulw
limestone for the Water Deparinient, - :

“Rejected all bids for the Durcha% fo
E ﬁma-_. :

U -Granted permission: €@r a Juiy 1 ni(}e%
partvén Drehard Drive.

- —daranted pemummn w tﬁe vﬂ%umeer

fire comipanies in the lows toiige the ared

7 .areund the Pelaware Fool. for thelr
: Memonai Day observance on May 26, o

- Moted 17 building pem;itq' tor
construction vatued at:$37.110 for the *w_eek

‘eridéd vesterday.

= ﬁ&d]{)um?d until 8 pm Monday:



Meore th‘an-" }0 worth of ﬁqmpmem was duaated 10-the
S Town af Tonawanda's new ‘paranvedic program
" yesterday By threé. local organizatiens, Pictured, from.
'E'eft, are Catherine McGowan, president of the Kenmore
Zonta Club, which donsted $300 used te purchase a fife-
Jike adult head for training purposes; Charles M.

s

Delanesf emplmment manager of the J.B. Williams {
which donated more. than 3100 worth of tools for the
paramedic vehicle? Kenneth J. Holil.of Watson Sales (',
which donated a fire extinguisher and a life-like infant
head for trammg, and town Supervisor James V. an
w!:m accepted ihe eqmpmeni on behalf of the town.




aramedics Hodge

avne Busch check gear
start of their shift

.
L
.
.
.

i

Dr. Gary Mendelow checks a victim’s heartbeat at Kenmore Mercy.
... Transmitted from Emergency Medical Unit van, |



The Emergency Medical Unit van leaves to answer a call

... From the Town of Tonawanda-police station on Sheridan Drive




The Luc;del D1v1510n of Pennwalt Corp. donated’
'$2,000. to the Town of Tonawanda’s Emergency
Medical Unit vesterday and these four huddled in
: the paramadlc van to determine the best use for the

The Kernmpte-Town of
Tonawainds  Chamber of Com-
meree hag ‘ebllected  almest
BB 000 giy far for the towi's
g};;_’%?.ﬁ?ihﬂ' program, capd it
hasn't even marted its  fund
diive yet.

Several ldrge mmpames have
made sizable donations to ac-
Cgount for most of the funds, but
_;_Smal individual contributions
T egime Intoo, acedrding to Robert
Wagner, co-chalrman of the
fund, along with Joseph Bennle.

Pending start of ihe formal

fund drivé, tfhe chamber  has
establshed a Bank account for

date’
Most of the fumﬁs will be used
to purchase new: and

Lucsdol grcmf mds emergency unit

‘money. -
Hoffman Jr., town police chief; Richard A. Schwab,

president of Laicidel; J@seph Odde, one of the ‘
paramedics and.}amesv Ryan, town supewmor

. the money - §§: hasg reaewed to
: have this unit..

repi’acemeﬂt equipment, and .. nhamhpr af 2481 Delawars Ay o7

Pictured from" Ieft “are Lawrenee A 8

The fund recently recewed a .
$20° contribution  frow  four
Liston Street families. g
gratitude for the unsuccessiul
effort the paramedics mads to
save a neighbor’s life. .

A Jetter a‘cmmp&nyjng the.
donation said, lippart: “1 cannot™
praisé the people (paramedics):
and their work too- highly. They
were extremely efficieniand we °
would like to have the rioney.
added to the fund for nmrej--
eguipment.

“We feel that s mas,suring :
to  know help like this is .
available and that the Tos :
Tonawanda is very Eert H t{, -t@

Donatl{ms may be sent t{} thel :



.nawa:’agla NEWS on

and. can’t reach its destination. Shown wa_th ¢
“snowmobiles . are, from left, Skip, Paramedics
- Robert Hodge and Wﬂham I..oug, and Robert."
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'T,NAWAN®A M

Our Vtewpo'

THF TOWN paramedics

dividends,

residents recently praising the

pammedlc sguads for qmck actmn in..

emergency situations.

Controversy has surrounded: the.

paramediecs since their inception last
year, but no one can dispute-that
several lives have been saved as the

result of their efforts. We wonder if

these benefits can be measured in
costs,

IT'S EXPENSIVE to equip a
paramedic team and this was the main

bone of contention in the town. Just the

itial lone in the f
Initial expense alone e Hrst yearof * donations. We ‘can’t think of many

‘more worthwhile
deserve contributions.

operation was $150,000.

But fhere are indications that ex‘;_
pense to town taxpayers may. be :

abating while the benefits will remain.
A -donation of $38,000 has  been
received by the paramedics from the

i " o -

are.
beginning to pay some life- eavmg_'

Kenmore- ann of Tonawanda’

‘Chamber of Commerce in.a continuing
" fund drive to help the squad purchase

The NEWS has received several..i._.
letters frem Town of Tonawanda: -

and maintain eqmpment

There also have been
contributions.
“Four Liston Street’ families recenily“‘ ;

smailer

donated $20 in gratltude for the effort
‘paramedics made in attempting.to |

save a neighber S lee

A LETTER accompanymg the latter
donation said, *“We feel it is reassuring -

. to know help like this is available and
that the town is very fortunate to have

this unit.”
.80 maybe the cost of the paramedic

- gervice in the town will be subsidized
over the years. by

community

services that:

Donations may be sent to the
Chamber of Commerce at 3491
Delaware Ave., Kenmore, 14217,



ds pmamedws

: Pisband - was ruemix
wiricken with a heart attack in
“aur-home. §ealled our family
“doetor and gave him the symp-
toms. and he:suggested 1 drive
my husband {o thehospital. »

Lbickily, - Pdgimot deive -in
winter, and I asked him about
medical emergency.  He said
that - was what:L should do. as
they are equipped with a car
diograph and that they will take

over trom there.

1 called the Town of
Tonawanda police and asked for
the medical emergency
“tparamedicsi. They werg here
in 10 minutes! They took over
drom then on until they tran
sported my husband to Kenmore
Mercy Hospital.

What a great team they are. In
thigcase — il was Kate Wenzel
and Bave Peck, and a policeman
¢digt not get his name). They
were very efmwnt and  well

ained.:
ol bi.ess_them, they truly are
-'an(} thw had the

HEe h{_m ho was

ce:then | thank
©oparamadics, an
docior, the great
o flere.”” and that
Hreat town,

freaan article about
Town of Tonawanda
zens news bullelin
h — to inform the
: mﬁmbem -~ what te do in an

0 yﬂur paper
wa - as [ieel
eople could use
tiformalion in case of an
rgeney.

i any pf»peckaik‘v grateful o
gprpolies xiapar%mem_ amd.the. -
well trained people in  their
medicabemergency.

‘Mrs. Bruce W. Robertson
‘ Kenmore
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scti¢ delivery in param
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“at the request of Mrs, Howe physican., .

" Mrs. Howe's husband, Bernard A, Howe Jr., was.called
. Kenmore Junior High Schosl, where hi Cworks g8 &

The Tewn of Tonawanda paramedics started out
treating one patient recently, but 4 few minuies latér
theyhadiwo, T _

The first was Mrs. Carel Howe of 870 Highland Ave.
The second was Mrs. Howe's daughler, who became the

tirst baby ever delivered by the paramedics during their -

brief history .

Saramedies Kevin Day and Wayne Busch had the
nonor of delivering the 7-pound baby—in the paramedic

van right in frontof the Howe home.

neth Mrs, Howe, and her daughter, named Amanda,

are deing just fice in Bisters’ Hospital in Buffalo, the
paramedics reporied.
ewn Patrolmen Val Tnle and Timothy Trapper were

the first to arrive st the Howe home when Mrs. Howe .

realized that Amanda was on her way, abeut 7 am.

Mrs, Howe was placed in the paramedic van and the
baby started arriving almost immediately, so ‘the
paramedics decided te deliver the baby righi there.

Amanda and her mor were taken to Sisters’ ‘Hospital

e’ move was first cleared with K

21, to which paramedic patients are usually taken.

dizn, but the stork got to his home before ‘he did:
e coupiehas a son, Daniel, 4.
Paramedies Diay and Busch are no sir
Z seririg babies. They assisted i
sainling st Menmore Mercy Hospita :

ki gency delivery away fromaho

' majx'é_. Meérey

gt which Biag won Dratise
for' its Tife Jsaviig téchnigues
siice harting emidgency mee
{eal servics Tast Alignst, detiver
ad e st haby early Thursday.
Tty beani mernbers, Wayne P
Tuseh ot Wevin B, Day, a8
sisted Birs. Carel Howe. 24 “af
570 Highlang Ave., with delivery
of Fpolnid Aoanda Vieginia o
the payaredic vehicle ougside
the Howe home, abeul 7 aum.
Her hishand, Bernard Al
Howe Jr., rushed home from his
custedian job al smearby XEen-
move Junior High Scheol jyst in
time fo greet the new arival
The conple has a son, Dantel, 4
years old. )

“Tost Faniastis .
From her bed af Sisters Hos-
pital, Mrs, Howe sald the pava-
medics wers “lerrifie, fust fan-
fasticl” o
The bwo men visifed with
the parents at the Dbegpital
Thursday pight and Iaughed
- and shared mermorics -af thelr
- morning's experienss.
“The paramedics womfed oul
. fhe help thal towsn palies ; give
i 1 fedn embers on'the seete of

Trapper drove the p
wehigle to.ihe howpital
they attended fo the
and ghibd Sl Do

The irmemhel
estved siy fronths
trafning &b Behrg
Hospital before be
time emergeney g
ice- for thesthwn last. August:
Stnce then. they heove answered
more thian LU ealls and re
eoived  nuimerous lettess and
calls of praise.

Keamere Tralniug

The two Tnen fad dscisted o
deliveries vihite:lpaining si-Ken-
mere Monoy Hospital but this
is the first emergency delivery
in anoout of hospital shuation,
they noted.

PBusch, 94, supervising para.
medic, was 2 Blology major at
Butfalo Stalée Sollege, and
served four yeats with the
Snyvder Vohwteer Fire Co
paramedic  ieam. @

[y, 24, was an Amwy nedicsl
eorpsman, siill serves in the
Army Reserves and was also
on ordenly at Sisters Hospital
where his mother, Mrs. Mauresn -
Day, s a2 nurse

‘

PEE
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Twenty—fwe persons, including these two uniden—.
tified *‘victims” being escorted from a helicopter at
Kenmore Mercy Hospital by Town. of Tonawanda.
Paramedic Robert Hodge, right, were “‘injured”

Saturday in a simulated plane crash on Grand

Isiand. There actualiy were no vietims, no injuries -

_ and no crash--but area firemen, law enforcement




faHy stricken

Members of the Town of Tonawanda paramedies
team are shown administering first aid to GeorgeF.
Neel, 80, of 83 Spruce St., North Tonawanda, shortly
afier 8:30 a.m. today afier he suffered a fatal heart
attack while driving on the Twin Cities Memoria}
Highway. Police said he was traveling east when
his car veered off the road beiween Colvin
Boulevard and Luksin Drive, and smashed through

while driving |
fencing. He was alone. He was pronounced dead on
arrival at Kenmore Mercy Hospital. Arrangements
are - incomplete. The accident ‘occurred  ap-
proximately on the Town of Tonawanda-City of
Tonawanda line. The town paramedics were called -
by City of Tonawanda police. Faclng the camersis
Paramedic Kate Wenzel. Paramedic Joseph Oddo

alzo responded to the call for aid. S




Tuesday, March 23, 1976

~ Together af hospital
Mr. and Mrs. “John Franasiak of the City of hospital policy to put married couples in the same
Tonawanda were together when they were injured room, unless the couple opposes it, TH inasiaks
in a March 11 car secident and they are still S&id:they.wish:t thankth -
together, sharing a room in Kenmore Mercy
Hospital’s Skilled Nursing Facility. ‘That’s nurse
Dory Babi checking Mrs. Franasiak’s injuries. It’s
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By J OE WILHELM

‘Bruce M. Robertson of {he
Town of Tonawands is g heart
attack victim: Wh«_affeeis he's a

his 83 Woodward Ave. home on
Wednesday. that . other govern-

ﬁjxern and 1 am naturally en-

attacks are mot lmited to
- persons my age. They can hap-
pen to high school students,

~ college students, working peo--
= vple. . The paramedic. service

should be expanded statewide,”
- Robertson said. .
" TRobertson -asked -town of-
- ficlals to arrange for newspaper
publicity for. him 4o’ teli. his
story and to thank the pair-who' ..
: provided ‘him with the
“emergency medical service at
.‘mme last Jan 24

“ heginning

ments weuld soon’ privide. the -

.“I wnuldzz’t be here if notrfar',

thusiastic about this program,’”
- Robertson, 67, said. “But heart

Bszt the two paramedics Mrs.

_‘Ka.te Wenzel and David Peck,
- had to answer an emergehncy
" call at press conference time on-
.-Wednesday)~ Town - Supervisor

James V. Ryan Wthﬂ- guided the
of  'the  town
-emergency medical service
program last August after six
months of . fraining,” accepted
Robertson’s thanks. - The itwo
" paramedies returned later to
chaut with himx. . -

Only Full-time Team

“" The i0-menther town team is

the only Buffalo-area full-iime
emergency medical service and

the. only oue financed by a
government In this area. Some’
volunteer fire departments offer
* some similar emergenc vy
.. services,

RobertsononWednesday
recalled that he experienced
-chest  pains -while -'shoveling

. snow Jlasbe-Jan. -24.-- His wife
'call.ed & physician. angd sug-
- gested. to the docior thal she

contact-the then fairly new town

‘back,”. Robertson, said.
Revived Twice

:team.' The doctor fagr'eed ".'-mdf?
the pair was there “‘within 107
:minutes, atthough it may have

.been faster,” Robertson said. ]
v. He suffered cardiac arrest;

. once in -the paramedic - van -
‘outside his home and again in :

‘the Kenmore Mercy Hosmtal
-emergency reom “My" doctor -
later sald, You were- over the
brink and - they® brought you

' The paramedics tmce u;ed a-.
defibriliater, an electrical de-
vice which shocks fhe heart,
to revive him, The fown van is
connected fo the Kenmore
hospital” by radio and other
electronic. equipment, -where ..
doctors advise and assist mmuch
in . the manner of the
C“‘Emergency” television show
.about paramedies.

Robertson, a retired tee}m;cal

“writer for Bell  Aerosystems

‘Div., Textron Inc., added, *'it's
lmpesslble to measule the Valua
of t}us proﬂram
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Town paramfe.dics get ‘thank you’

Bruce M. Robertson, left, feels he owes his life to
the Town of Tonawanda, paramedncs and.yesterday
he had the opportunity to thank them in person.
Pictured with him, from left, are Paramedics
David Peck and Kate Wenzei and Dr.
Takats of the Kenmore Mercy Hospital stafi, who

Joseph

supervxsed the paramedics training Paramedics

“Police, paramedics

This is.a short note expressmg'_

our appreciation for the prompt
and efficient service of both the

police and the paramedic uanit.

Especially gratifying was the
quick response as well as the
competent manner in which :
théy ministered to-my wife. The
people in this area are indeed
fortunate to have such a teamn
available, |

Members of the coronary- care '
unit at Kenmore Mercy Hospital ;-

also are included in our sincere

appreciation for their work and -
excellent care my “wife has:

Teceived. ‘ _
e 3 WarrenC. DeLong
f irig A Town of Tonawanda

Sasfre

X

".3

=

Bruce M, Roberison, €7, is
se graceful for heing alive that
he called a press conference
Wednesday 1o sing the praises
of the Town of Tonawanda par-
amedic team which “Dhrought
me back to life after my heart
twice stonped beating.”

“Tm here, 1 feel fine and
Tm snjoving life T wouid nat
be here at all if it bad not
hesn jor the patamedics,” Mr.
Roberison said,

wir, Robertson became i at
Wis home, 63 Woodworth Ave.,
on Jap 5 and two paramsdics,

an | hanks

David Peck and Wrs. Kate
Wenzel responded after a call
10 police headguarters,

“aqr,  Robertson’s heart
stopped beating before we had
him fT'O\rf‘ﬂ inte the emergency
vehicls Paramedic  Wenzel
gaid, “i4is heart hegan beating
agazin hefore we arrived at
Kenmore ‘wvrw Hospital but
zi rhe hospiizl the heart again
stopped.

“pr. (Josephy Takats, with
whom we had been in com-
mamicstion after arrviving  at
the Robertson home, took over

ledics for Saving

Peck and Wenzel responded to the call when Mr.
Robertson suffered a heart attack in January and
treated him at the scene and rushed him to the
hospital. Mr. Robertson asked them to drop by his
home at 63 Woodward Ave. so he could extend his
personal thanks,

WS TR

apd +§—ae heart heat
sumead,”’

Mr, Robertson, a retired '36“
Aerosystems itechnical wiii
Wik confined 1o the nmp;ui 1
iniensive pars unit ior several
davs and after & period of re-
cuperation  retwmed 10 hig
home on Feb, 24,

During the press conferencs
in hig home, he extended bis
thanks to  Town Supervisor
James V. Ryan, Morman J.
Swoeker, pamm@dm program
m—ordinawr Dr. Takats, the
program’s medica!  co-ordina-
tor and the two paramedics,
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‘Slogans’ rapped

The NEWS and the Town-of

Tonawanda Town Board have

shewn what they think of police,
fire -and municipal workers of
the area. Your editorial, " Town
fights mandates,” Has given you
both away.. :

The anti-union,
destruction slogan, cropped up
just like big brother, New York
City. '

“Unless soemething is done to
reckon with public employes,
reduce taxes immediately, we
are going broke’ all because of
the police, firefighter and
municipal workers,

It is the political season again
and what a time to generate
public’ opposition 1o municipal
workers. The same old story is
out again.

<1 will not let the Town of
Tonawanda go down the road of
destruction as did New York
City. 1 promise {0 deal tough
with public employe unions. i
am against collective
bargaining, look uhat hap-
pened to New York City

These are all managerial and
political slogans.

municipal

" ditions,

They pick the police and.fire
services for this one ‘bhécaiise

‘they didn’t pay attention to the

Taylor Law make_up and tiow

- they neéd a goat.

They don’t want to admlt that
this is what the people wanted
and it bothers themi. So we will
throw it back at them as a
means to try to change the law.

Who are they trying to save.
themselves for re-election or the
économy”?

Municipal wor kers have only
asked to be paid a living wage
and for deceni working con-
like the factory or
construction worker nezghborb

We, too, are victims of in-
flation and Richard Nixon. We
pay the same. taxes, raise
{amilies at the same economic

standards as everyone else.

yascline, food and clothing are
all the same price for all, but
conditions are not,

Maybe the Town Board shouid
take a hard fast look at them-
selves before jumping on big
brother's coat tails. They got a
raise and big brother didn’t
They hive had labor peace, big
brother has not.

Thank you for the con-
sideration you have given me as

Your Town Mesting

an individual o express nmy
freedom of speech.

George Myers

Town of Tonawanda



Aids elderly driver

- . Town of Tonawanda Paramedic Joseph Oddo reaches
+: into a car to aid its driver, 81-year-old Albert Doyle, after
the car veered out of ‘control and struck a pole on
" Delaware Avenue near Princeton Boulevard in the town
wv-shortly after 1:30 p.m. yesterday. Mr. Doyle, who resides
... -at 30 Twyla Place in the town, was listed in “fair” con-
- dition teday at Kenmore Mercy Hospital with multiple
“cuts and bruises. He was alone in the auto at the time of
‘the mishap.




_‘? Where m the

the: pai’
the pubhe in a police dog van? -

In your: pubhcatmn 1 have
(s} ; i

W{)rkmg alengs,ide' the
sdics and demonsirates a -
et - that the pﬁhce are .

cellent salaz'y

“Why “the: avaaamhe of

pubhuty’ is this an effort to

prove their worth? Wkw is i

necessary’
Are you now dmcmermg thiat
the police and - firemen have

heen doing this service for years

and that suddenly if costs the

taxpavers an additional $250,000

in order to obtain it from
another source? e 3
«ggfﬁiww- : Jo Ann Fik

Pnsfs e Kehmore

een given Civik-

attér of hours? Are
edies really- servmg :

Likes paramedics

We would like the people of the
Town of Tonawanda (o Know
what a wonderful service we
have, the paramedic program.

We had to call upon this ser-
vice for myv hushand recently at
1 a.m. They were here in ne time
and worked very guickly and so
efficiently. We had the team of
Robert Hodge Jr. and Lance
Kahn.

It certainly is a comfort o
know this service is available to
all of us, so please people, never
let the paramedic program fall
by the wayside for lack of funds.

Mrs.. Kenneth Gaisser and
children

'i‘awn of Tonawanda
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: HMES., - PARLATOS %’GRK«
S BHOP- is eurrenily producing a
new produetion salled ™ Aften-
tion Class.” This original musi-
-cal, open te the publie, will he
‘held at-&-pan. Friday, June 13,
=.at Kenmore East High-Behosl,
330 Fries Rel, Town of Tona-
wanda.. Procesds - will benefit
the Town of Tonawanda Para-
wiedics, irained to sdminister
emergency medical care, Tick:
cels are S2.30 fox &d_u;ta and
$1.50 for students, |

. The geript for ¢ %é?,ennfm
'Ci:ﬁb" was mnwwed tln’ 17h

ual perf@ frers d@veiep@d ??sezr
oWl Parts and’ g]zam:tﬁraq -

("mh
ehib, "

meﬁt Pamme&m

“It Was Wy funcﬁm*i to edif -
and” bootdiate the individuai
parts and chapacters” -sabd
the directsr. R

FATTENTION CLASS” fang
in setting from the one roon
classioom through faday 5 modn
P, edmanmal cvmplcx. .

Mes. Paliawrs bae ffrmmd -

~gindes” ex;:*emenee*as-a prdfes.

stonal performer.’ She appegved
as g singsr snd dancer af the
Cher Ami and ’I’{}Wn i
former ‘Buffalo 1




o 5 i5 Gzehzt_g;

iﬁ'h&tkg and o © roang.c then s
e L to'the county morgue.
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R@n Peria, Mary Parlato, Gloria Beﬁw John Pemmk

. Performance m hexaem the pammeaﬁm 1

_...The. Musical Theatre Harvey, Carolyn Martha,

Werkshgp; : wm - present Kathy O'Malley, _Mmhele

; _ “at: 8 Muscarella, Melanie

_ Friday in Kenmore Muscaréla, -Ronald

mgh School, Town Norman, Beverly Ccchi-

0, - Jime Pariate, (Eillian

‘--_Pariam Elizabeth

Quenneville, Andrea
Bubis and Susan Weber.

pcrtrayed featuring
ian: Bemnque as the

Venetta Kathy ngsley,
"Jo Ann Caci,” Susan
Peperone, Karen Didio,
Sandra Krall,
Doell,
Theresa Schunk, Angela

"ok,

pregrams toraise money .

musical - whose setting feature Art Masso
ranoeetfeam n ono.reers VOCal artinstructor.

The first day at school.

_Kd?lisw '!«:1'

D.l_a.nex
CAmy - I‘)eFeresty .

Nardeccia and Candy.

'3‘_cAﬁ;eﬂt10n ClaSS” is d. i Thﬂ art class W’El

Monntain as the prio- Masso, Mary Parlato and

cipal, Miss Handle.
Hignlignt of an auditi

scene for a school variety by: Naney Canrmis
show “will be a dance piang;
routine by Isabelle Slifer, drums;

Beck?y Perla.” 7
ion .- RMusic will be pro ldeé

Ed. D? Ag_e tme
“Frank Parlato

agocial stidies teacher at Jr, bagg Phit; Bl and

Maryvaie High School, gily  Jr.
_Ch%eg&ﬂ“fdgd B{Ii)‘ah Hilier s&xgphonﬁ
alse iz g darce inst u(,i@r
and she will present
giumber:
fotlowing dance students: Fotate, Tw

Sue Ragquet €1
(,drs:s_l paramedies o

with t

Paulas Guoizzotii,

ping

- : : i ﬁf,‘iziim
Cindy %aw Kamy v‘;}:ﬂai’y

Occhtno

Tlckets'%zli b.e5
a’ available at the doot :
el from Parlats

in _Paﬁate

and Dale Mahmerr SAlsg

i the seene w

{iFhe Dohna

Bradfield, baton twirling,

ard Chick Gamoagng,
In a luach rom see

ne,

Shirley. Campagna  will

portray Miss Behave

the luneh room “lady .’

 Partigipaling in

&

A8 geries Dof adplt classes
ATl het Ran Peris ¢

Fin
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Deborah O'Lear has good reason o be grateful io
Town of Tongwanda -Paramedics Hober! Hodge,
right, and Lance Kohn {(center) — she owes them
her e The 1Z-vear-old girl was eating a bagel
several weeks ago when she suddenly {ainted in the
Hving room of her home at 611 Evergresn Drive, in
the town. The bagel became lodged in her throsat
and she stopped breathing. Her father found her
iving on the floor and summoned the paramedics.
They gol her breathing again and roshed her o
Children’s Hospital in Buffalo, She was released &
couple of days later and is doing fine now. The

paramedics estimate that Deborah hadn’l been
Dreathing for about five minutes, I she had gone
mmuch longer, she would have died. Six mintes is
aboul the longest a person can go without breathlng
pefore suffering brain damage. The paramiedics
were assisied by town police 11, Henry Ziigger and
Patrobman Jack Klawps, lefl. Pairolman  Hlaug
drove the smergency medical vehicle to the
fospital 8o the two paramedics could keep working
gn Deborah. Here, Deborah enjovs looking over the
paramedics’ og. '



*Thirsday, July 22, 197

purchase . a backup vehicle for the. Emergency
Medical Unit (paramedics). Sponsors of the fund
drive estimate that they will need $30,000 to pur-
chase the vehicle, plus some eguipment. Pictured
iookmg ever a8 cepy of the letter residents will

mtters are going out this: week to Kentnore and !
Town of Tonawanda residents soliciting. funds to

'm thé éffort' Checks, payable to the Kenmore

.c'n-be maﬁedto

more, 14217



ancl

'persons for cardidc

133 for
trauma,
problems, 16 obbtetrical one._-ﬁ

.':'-.chzldblrth 11 invalids needing
- assistance . and 40 unatte

death

promptly- requ sted

£ & en to nother %qua

13




shots: Smne i eshéts that is. _
It an began whien Repubh(,an

Tristee Daniet Do Martin posted -

niotices in Viilage offices noting

that Kenmom employes may get

Cogwine fhie S_If_l_ﬁis from special
clinics _}a’ei_ng. :_f::madu'ct_éd by the
Town of Togawanda for
'mummpai employes.

The notices announced whers

the shols  would - be given;

©pamely from 11 a.m: to 1 pm.
Wednesday in  the Cow
Chambers at the Munig
Building and from- 1 to 4
. Friday at the Town ‘Hig
Department at. 500" Womi
Aver :

’I‘he motmes also stated i

" velease  forms are available .

from departmeﬂt heads.

Mayor Robert A. Mal'lay, a B

Democrat, apparently waso't

too keen on the idea of Trustee

Martin's posting the notices. He
directed village employes to
ignore them. '

in a note to Trustee Martin, -

the mayoer said, I haye
rescinded your improper
authorization to depsrtment

supervisors to release village .

employes during regular
working hours for the purpose of
securing swine {lu shots.

“Since - this is not the first
instance . in which you have
exceseded  yeur authority,
perhaps 'it-is timely to remind
you that you are not the mayor

of the Village of Kenmore and

you are not (0 issue any
supervisory divdetives to any
deg}&rtm@m supervisors or
employes.” .

Mavor Mallay alzo suggested
that if Trustee’ Martin has any
fuiure thoughts on how the
village work force should be
directed, “‘it iz’ advisable. that
you  discuss them  with me,

rathier_than usm*p m’y authoritv LI

and re%ponsmmty as m_aycr e i

Br wﬁege and represe

gover*}ment%

“It gy pes;tmn that any. e
: 'an&@ an o En

village -employe Who
swine flu shot shouid

to’ secute it ‘on his or her own
“timé and be required. to wait in
‘line. just fike any other-cifizen

heé mayor cencluded
aﬁee Martm

direct yeu £
censtructw

1 fﬂrmlng themn of the szvaﬂ&mht},

. e th ﬂ is, :
improper expenditure of pubhe. of the Hu shots. you would have

funds of both Eown__and vxii gt g

discovered thal the release
chare medical release
work relesse

i not

e, - 1 did  pot
i e’ﬁmpiﬁym o take
Eime e i fmm their jobs to
veceive these shots. 1 merely
wnfotmed them of thHe Hmes that
the shots would be available,

“ﬁis& 3 suggested fo M
‘Michael Pratks Sr.,

‘mpwmwndmﬁ)
T His'men that i
a-shot, that they
: .amp}e timme  to
goat the end of their
¥ duled wiork day .’
Tmmee-?‘fiartm als6 noted thiat

- some employes iz the police angd

fire departments were working

atthe tine flu shols were made
“awailablé to the geperal com-

munity and that he believes they
should have this  additional
opportunity o recelve their
shotls. S

1 dread to think of the con-
sequences to the resldents of our
village if we had an euthreak of
fiu among our village em- |
ployes,” Trusiee Martin con-
tinued.

“ff you had paid more at
tention to your responsibilifies
earlier, it would not have been
necessary for me o do your job
for you."”

Trusiee Martin concluded by
saying the shots still will be
available to any embioyves
desiring them, He said thefinfent

‘was for employes to gel their

shots during thelr luach periods,
eotfee breaks or after work in
the case of public wirks em-
ploves,
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Praise replaces protest a

By JOANNSPECIAL

Saving lives "is the job of the Town of
Tonawanda’s paramedics.

Town of Tonawanda residents receive the
services of the only -full-time * salaried
paramédics in the state, outside of New York
City.

These paramedics have also received more
training than® any other unit in New York, ac-
cording to paramedic James W. Carney.

THE UNIT IS composed of - 10 regular
‘paramedics and one alternate, and has been
_functioning since October:1974. Since that time,
the ‘group has earned the grateful acceptance
and appreciation of those they service.

The initial friction voiced by many citizens
who _originally opposed’ the forming of a
paramedic unit'in Tonawanda, has.mostly been
torgotten.

The unit receives approximately 2,600 calls a

ear.

During “their short history, the paramedics
have had 12 heart resuscitation patients, and
seven of those patients.are still alive today.

The  paramedics have. serviced 271 cardiac
patients, 84 overdoses, nine poison victims, nine
. burn patients; and 30 ‘automobile accident vic-

tims:

' THEY HAVE ALSO delivered-one baby, saved
* the life of a 13-year-old girl who was choking to
death; rescued- an” li-year-old boy who was
pinried underneath an automobile, and retrieved
twb mien trapped ina tank under construction at
anew sewer treatment’plant.
The jobis not glamorous.

Péramedm Robert.C. Hodge says, “When we
‘work; we must be up 106 per :cent
b ﬂy. £

with blood and vemit. The job can be glonous
butit is not always a very flattering one.

The great success of the program is due
largely to the fact that the paramedics do not
move people to the hospital.immediately.

Unlike-a private ambulance service that-only
carries a patient to a hospital, the paramedlcs
administer medical assistance immediately.

““We have saved many people who would have
died if they had called a private ambulance. Split
second service is often necessary in emergen-
cies, especially with heart attack patlents 7 Mr.
Hodge said.

CITIZENS ALSO ARE lucky Dbecause
paramedics - often arrive.on the scene. before
family doctors canbé reached or found.

“you wouldn’t believe the confidences people
have in u$'because we’re there when the family
doctors:aren’t. That's good and that‘s bad,”” Mr.
Carney said.:

Once on the scene of an accident, paramedics
are efficient and professional. Unlike the county

-paramedic program, which is organized through

the state Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMT) and offers only 292 hours of study, the
town paramedics have 1,000 hours of training.

They also receive two weekly lectures that
review. the good and bad points of the previous
week’s-emergencies. The lecture also reviews
emergency techniques rarely used, but essential
to know, such as delivering babies.

“The EMT.courses are basic and very short.
Ourprogram is'much more sophisticated. T think
it’s bull for these (county) people’to call them-
selves paramedics,” said Dr. Joseph Takats of
Kenmore Mercy Hospital.

Dr. 'Takats is medical -director - of - the
Emergency Medical Unit, -and organizer of the

,paramedic programhere.:
S

impressive. Thev eanrunscireles around some
general practitioners,” he said.

Paramedlcs Kohn, second from left, and 0Oddo, thn'd from left
. Assist ambulanee attendants with patient, Morris Youngman

THE PARAMEDICS sewxce between
210 people per month.

A typical call' took paramedics Hodg
Carney to an emergency on Kenview Dmv
town.

Arriving“in less ‘than ‘five ‘minutes from
time:the ‘call was teceived; the team attempte
to revive a Xady whose “heart' had %opped s
beating.

While working on the patient, the paramedlc
received ‘instructions and advice:froni a do;

at Kenmore Mercy through a spe ial com
munications device:

A hospital machine called a telemet
smitted the patient’s heart patterns (EKG's)
the hospital’s heart machine:

This gave the. doctor -the necessary in
formation: and the paramedxcs adrm st
servicesonhis advice.

Inan attempt to revive the patlen
paramedlcs started two IV’s and ‘administ
six different types of drugs: She also recewed a
cardiac massage:

The patient’s ‘heart beat was revived thré |
times, although she did eventually di

The paramedits explained that the 60-yea ol
patient’s heart was not strong énough to be
revived.

could be any:amount of th)
victim. That’s why it is essential 1
1mmediately after an emergency oceu

Mr. Carney.

While the paramedics
tically to revivethe patient, |
assisted the paramedics
cher “into-the house
husband to KMH.

e d
source, the paramedics returned
police station, which is theil base
Mt. Hodge then filed a medical repo
called “‘the most tedious part of the jo

LAWRENCE. HOEFMAN police
believes the paramedics “‘get to see a side
that most people don’t experience. !’

Paramedic Hodge agrees: 'We see peopl
their worst — ~boththe patients a
families; and-sometimes it is-hard on me
a3-year-old son,.and I can’t help rela
when'I sée young children in danger

“To get this job, and;keep.it; a persor
have compassion for others, or else beco
robot,” hesaid. ,

Arniother paramedic, Wayne Busch al
“after all the time I've spent.as.a param
have never gotten used.to the unhappy dea
cases.:

“For my own peace of mindg, I try to det
any personal feelings 1 have fmm the |
when 1 get home .fromywork; I find mys
thinking; about what-has happened durmg
day:”

However the ]()b is often very ricl
ding -experiences, As a reminder of (hi
paramedics” constantly receive ‘donation:
thank you notes:{rom residents they € S

<The. Rev. Walter T..Newman;

Drive, had his life saved by the parai edicsy
May 1976,

HIS WIFE wrote to the paramedlcs
your number-and within seconds, it s
‘men- were here. -1 can credit them co plete
with saving my husband’s life. He
107-degree fever when they arrived.
Bruce:W.. Robertson, 63 Wooﬂla

are-still alive today; due to the
letter . of ‘tharks expressed
“preciation. :

“What a greatiteam Kate Wenzel




dics continue to

(paramedics) are; They are truly heroes
aved my husband’s life.”

D s tamily algo received the aid

His 11-year-old son, Andy,

y struck and pinned under a car.

rote:-“‘All the men were efficient,

mpagsionate at a time when we

ly needed help. Thanks in a large part to

se dedicated men, Andy is coming home

OTHER NOTE-reads: ‘‘This letter is to

end the efficiency: of -our police and
dic departments, who.probably saved
ear-old daughter’s life. She fainted while:

ting, food apparently slipped into her
dpipe, making breathing impossible.

‘The pt and efficient-arrival of the police
aramedics clearéd our-daughter’s. throat

her breathing.”

me citizens aré still skeptical of
services.

¢ople who don’t like us, and a

10 feel we are taking away.12

s that could be filled with more police

Carney said.

s mad and indignant when parts
cted negatively towards
pro in1974.
ation could’t believe that what
g was for:the. good. of the com-
ot a political maneuver,” he said.

cs reflect their own skills and
thusiagsm showed itself after the
lly got out.on the road,” Dr.

Paramedics Oddo, left, and Busch go over reports

... Outside emergency room at Kenmore Mercy Hospital

ing program:of the 10
_and one alternate, in-
udy at the University of

where they attended ‘Within
hemistry,: and phar-
" seconds . ..
000 salary while : yourmen

were here’

e
gradyated. ' The “10 paramedics
now on the job are Wayne P.

. Carney, "Rohert C. Hodge,
William D. Long; Joseph Oddo,
Kate R. Wenzel, Kevin B, Day,
~ dnd: Tvan'Konanoff. “The
supervised by - Capt. ‘Robert

Dr. Takats examines ‘read -ou;” infqrmatimi

ted by nurse Mrs. Naotmi Hiebsch
" Photos by David L. Bugbee
NEWS Staff Photographer

Paramedic Kohn puts piin in map

. Marking location of call
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By DEBOBAH WILLIAMS

fourier-Express Staif Reporier
+.3 vou have to be.a viclim of
drheart attack or other medical
dimergency vou are better off
belngz at Rich Stadium or inthe
Town of Tonawasnds, health
experls agree.

Both are supphed with well-
frained paramedics equlpped
with the Iatest in emergsney
medical egulpment and backed
up by physiclans and wiher
health care personnel.

However, the vast majority of
sounty residents do nol have
aocess to the lalest ln emer-

genoy health care lechnigues,
equiproent or dhe best-irained
personnel,

Health officials point out that
lives are heing lost neediessly
in #rie County because of prob-
jems  involving  malpractize
insurance for paramedics and
the absence of a coordinated
emergency tealth carve sysiem.

“The devel af  public an-
derstanding is very low in this
area,” explained Hoger J.
Fenlon, coordinator of the Bu-
rean  of Fmergency Health
Services, Trie Uounty Health
Dopt,

€

ical

“Nost peopls belleve that
fhey have access to paramedics -
when they only bave ambulance
attendants who are irained as
emergency medical technieians -
bt do ret Bave the iraining or
the mediedl backup te actually

begin emergency ireabment,”
Be explained. “Paramedies
have advanced training end

souipment  to  Dbegin  medicsal
trealment and even administer
drugs  under a phvsician’s
sapervision.”

He pointed out that many
other states and covumonitiez
have far more advanced emer-

Mrs. James B, Wenazel

Lo

rExprass/ o Lagorski
Waywe P. Busch

Town of Tonawanda paramedics demeunstraie 1ie support system in an ambulance




gency health care sysiems and
are saving Hves,

In Pennsyivanla, & *‘Good
Samaritan” law prodects para-
medics and other emergency
heslth personmel from lawsuils
exeept in cases of gross negil-
gence. (ther staies have siml-
lar laws.

In FErie Cousnly, emergency
health services are provided by
& bewildering variety of -
nicipal, volunieer, comwnercial

ambilance services and fire
compahies,
The Town of ‘Tonawanda

boasts the only fulltime para-
medic program. The 1f-mem-
ber team iz financed by ths
town, Because of iis gov-
ernmenit affiliation it has heen
shle 1o avold problems with
malpractice insurance since the
paramedics are coversd undér
the fown Habilily coverage.
The Advanced Coronary
Technology (Acty group, =&
nonprofit reseaveh organization,
has  surveved  varleus pers-
medic programs across  the
couniry and has not discovered
a sipzle cage of 2z lawsuit
against g paramedie. But am-
bilance companies and
municipalities are reluetant to
operate  without insurance in
this suit-conscicus society.
Lalalle Ambulance, in con-
junetion with Merey Hospital,
operaied o paramsedic PrOgraIn
similar {e the Towsn of Tona-
wanda's from May 1975, to

March 1877,
cause of problems gelding
malpractice coverage for ithe
paramedics at realistie rates,

Fenlon termed the LaSalle
program “very suecessiul” A
tvpical example is the case of a
47-vear-obd woman who had a
heart atlack at the West Seneca
Mall and was clinically dead.
LaSalle paramedics used a
defibrillator to shock the heart
and it begsn beating again. A
graph of her heart functioning
was  transmilied  fo walling
emergency room phesicians at
Mercy Hospital while she was
still at the mall and when she
was en rvoute in the ambulance.
Thus, physicians were in con-
stant cenfact with the patient
hefore she even arrived at ihe
hospital and were able {o erder
the administration of needed
drugs.

Studies in  Seaiile, Wash,
have shown that death can be
reduced 11 per ceni with the

emergency medical technician
training  which most Erie

County ambulance sifendanis
now have. However, the death
rafe can be reduced ancther 22
per cent with the advanced
paramedic  program  such  as
that in operation in the Town of
Tenawanda.

Fenlon and others in  the
Health Dept. and the Counly
Legislature are now laking

sleps {o ensurve the avallabliity
of improved emergency health

It was ended be-

services to ol county residents,

A state law which took effect
Sept. 5 enables paramedies {o
secure  malpractice Insurance
under the state Medical Mal-
practice Insurance A gency

which provides coverage at
lower rates  than  available
eisewhere.

Douglas Baker, president of
LaSalle Ambulance, especis lo
secure Insurance for his em-
pioves through this agency and
resume  the paramedic  serv-
ice.in the Merey Hospital area
Cvery shortly

.Cn Sept. § the Cot
diyve approved g resoiulon
authorizing the o r divector
af-msurance io investigate an-
pther new state law which al-
lows municipslities to include
paramedics in  their lability
covérage regardiess of whelher
the paramedics are mumicipad
enploy

Meanwhile, Fenion sand hiz
staff have been drawing up 3

Legis-

pian for an upgraded ener-
gency snedical program. The

program would involve fralaing
of paramedics and the purchase
of radio telemetry equipment
for the emergence room st
Mever Memorial Hosplial.
Some  voluntesr five come
panies, such as Noerth Collins,
have already purchased all the
equipment npeeded for the
paramedic program  and are
gwaiting! the resolution of ke
insuratge  problem  and  the

hookeups at Mever Hospital

Dr. Joln T. Geniry, Erle
Counfy health  conmunissloner,
zald emergency healllh services
are a “high-priority area.”’

He said studies have shown
highway fatglities <an bhe re-
duced hy as much as 3¢ per
cent and deaths from heart al

taeks by 22 per cenf.

Erie County’ s emergency
care system hag improved in
ihe last several yvears with the
training  program  for emer-
gency medical techniclans,

“Our program iz good now
but it car be so much betfer)”
Fenlon said.

SCHULTZ PRAISED
Recently, the Town of
Tonawanda Police Department
lost a great man. On June 26,
Capt. Norman E. Schultz passed
Away, leaving a legacy of fond
jernories with everyone he

yaramedics | heir
“fledgling vears: - o
Capt. Schultz provided

countless hours of his own time,
“working with the Paramedic
Unit, molding it and shaping ‘it
into a unit whose effectiveness is
felt by the entire community. .
Capt. Schultz availed himself
unselfishly to-each paramedic to
ensure that any questions that
arose were handled in an ef-
ficient and proper manner.
He will be sadly missed by all
who knew him.
Paramedics,
Town of Tonawanda
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“P ATROL 44 ... Patrol 44 ... apparent
heart attack .. .” The emergency mes-
sage pierces the still air, and that plea for help
instantly sends adrenalin pumping through the
two Town of Tonawanda paramedics on duty.

They know they have to be ready for any-
thing. And they are.

A siren screaming out the urgency of their
mission. Within four minutes, they are at the
scene . . . and a private home, a public building
or a highway median becomes an arena for the
dramatic struggle to save a life.

In this case, the patient is obviously in great
pain. There’s sweat on his forehead, and he has
difficulty breathing.

Decisions are split-second now. While others
Jook on helplessly, these trained professionals act
quickly to inject an intravenous solution and send
an electrocardiogram via a special communica-
tions unit to a doctor standing by in the emergen-
cy room at Kenmore Mercy Hospital.

The special telemetry unit sends a reading
within 30 seconds, and the doctor orders medica-
tion by radio to ease the pain. The paramedics’
emergency van carries 32 drugs: Under the doc-
tor's orders, specific drugs can be administered
to treat immediately such emergencies as an
irregular heart beat or dropping blood pressure.

The aim is to defuse the emergency so the pa-
tient can be fransported safely to the hospital.

The key is getting help fast enough to make a
difference.

T ALL SOUNDS like television’s version of

“Emergency,” doesn’t it? Well, except for the
fact that the television series makes every call a
potential tragedy, its.portrayal of the paramedic
and his job is right on target.

Kevin Day and Kate Rose stand by in Tonawanda
Police Headquarters, awaiting that next call for
heip. And it always comes. Above, Kate displays
the kit containing medications that can be
administered at the scene on a doctor’s orders.

By ROSE CIOTTA

An emergency. It could be a car accident, a
shooting, an industrial accident, a fire or even
childbirth.. As Dr. Joseph Takats, medical coordi-
nator of the Town of Tonawanda unit puts it, “We
see people in their greatest distress, their great-
est moment of need.”

Yet, the level of emergency care available in
Western New York — and even statewide —
ranges all over the lot, from bare-bones ambu-
lance transport to fully-trained units staffed by
emergency medical technicians, the paramedics.

Thus a victim’s chances of surviving a medi-
cal emergency can depend simply on where he
lives.

Next month, the Town of Tonawanda parame-
dic team will mark its fourth anniversary as the
only municipally financed paramedic program in
New York State.

Programs operated by the Snyder Volunteer
Fire Company on a smaller scale and by LaSalle
Ambulance/Mercy Hospital on a private basis are
two other sparks of advanced emergency service
in an otherwise fragmented area picture.

While New York is 10 years behind some west-
ern states in emergency care, there are some pro-
grams, less sophisticated than the Town of Tona-
wanda’s, operating in several counties, including
Monroe, Broome, Albany and Onondaga. A.-New
York City Hospital runs a paramedic unit with
funding from a federal grant.

In most communities, however, the rescue
squads operated by volunteer firefighters are the
first to respond to a medical emergency.

In fact, notes Fleanora Piekiel, coordinator of
advanced emergency medical training for the
state, volunteers are the backbone of the state’s
emergency-response system, accounting for 71
percent of the emergency ambulance service.

The Paramedics:

Volunteers receive training on their own time
according to their company’s standards. For most
units, it’s a primary service and one they don’t
want to lose.

While health officials point to more advanced
on-the-scene medical services delivered by well-
trained professionals as the direction of the fu-
ture, there is no evidence that other communities
are hurrying to join the status of the Town of
Tonawanda’s unit.

“It's simply a matter of economics,” says
Mrs. Piekiel. ‘“‘When you need someone, you’ll pay
what you have to. But when you don't need them,
you're not interested in seeing taxes go up.”

The organizing of its trailblazing unit faced
many hurdles in the Town of Tonawanda, not the
least of which was financing, when it was first
proposed by Supervisor James V. Ryan in 1974.

HEN THE UNIT‘S white and green van

rolled out on Aug. 11, 1975 to begin answer-
ing emergency calls, it did so amid community
skepticism, medical opposition and Police Depart-
ment uproar.

The squad of nine men and one woman,
chosen from among 80 initial candidates, was well
prepared, however. Team members had received
1,200 hours of training under the guidance of Dr.
Takats, He devised the training which included
both basic course work at the University of Buffa-
lo Medical School and on-the-job training at four
area hospitals. The program surpassed both
federal and state criteria.

The highest state classification — an emergen-
¢y medical technician-paramedic — requires 300
hours of training.

The real proof of their abilities has come on
the firing line, however, and over the last four



With a cardiéc patient resﬁng in thé van,

iedics_have won the respect of a
unity.

“Wehad:a lot of hurdles to overcome,”
admits Tonawanda Police Chief Lawrence A.
Hoffman Jr. He supported the program from the
beginning, but had to answer criticism from de-
pariment officers who previously had handled
medical-emergency calls.

When the program first started, it had a bud-
get of $150,000. This year’s allocation is $180,175,
of which $157,100 goes for salaries.

“Is a human life worth $200,000?” asks the
chief. “We said yes, that there is no estimate on
the value of a human life. We've saved many
human lives with the use of this unit.”

For example, of the 54 cardiac-arrest calls an-
swered by the unit in 1978, 23 victims were resus-
citated and “at least  half are still walking
around,” says Kevin B. Day, one of the squad
members. In 1977, of the 18 cardiac patients treat-
ed, 28 were resuscitated.

He recalls one man who was resuscitated
three times. “It added three years to his life ...
He just died recently.”

In the paramedic office on the main floor of
Tonawanda Police Headquarters. on Sheridan
Drive, letters like the following often make their
way to the bulletin board:

“To all members of the paramedics. Thank
you all for saving my life on the morning of Nov.
17,1978, at about 2 a.m. ...”

Or, “We’ve lived in town for 36 years and I've
always called it the Garden Spot of America, but
now I have a very real, personal reason for call-
ing it that.”

ONIGHT KEVIN DAY and Kate Rose are the
two-member team on duty. They typify the

Kevin Day describ

.

high caliber of .the squad ybers: Bright, ener-
getic and committed, t "represent the new
breed of medical aides. They know they aren’t
doctors and they don’t pretend fo be.

Yet, they're good at what they do, and that’s
getting the adrenalin to flow during an emergen-
cy when seconds can mean the difference between
life and death.

“Although it is ‘a' 24-hour service, there are
more calls at night. And some nights, the car
accidents, heart attacks and police emergencies
keep the paramedics at peak performance.

About 60 percent of the time, however, the
calls are less severe and hospital transport is
handled by a commercial ambulance, leaving the
paramedics free for other calls.

The police radio accompanying Kevin and
Kate blares for Patrol 44 ... “girl having a
seizure.”

The address is in Kenmore, so in accordance
with a system termed “ideal’” by state officials,
Kenmore volunteer firemen are the first to an-
swer the call.

If its first aid, they handle it themselves. If
they want the paramedics to take a look, they
issue a call which signals for the unit to proceed,
but without flashing lights and siren.

In this case, the patient is retarded, epileptic
and often has seizures. Nonetheless, the volun-
teers want the paramedics to take a look.

The badly shaking body of a 28-year-old
woman is draped from a single bed as Kate and
Kevin enter the room, their medicine kits in hand.

There is little they can do, however, until the
seizure subsides.

“Susan, Susan, how are you feeling,” Kate
calls out as she taps the woman’s cheek to try to
wake her. Kevin proceeds with taking her vital

es the situation by radio to a doctor on duty at Kenmore Mercy Hospital.

Swift...and Sure

signs as Kate keeps her attention focused on the
patient. She wants to make sure Susan doesn’t
hurt herself. :

They briefly discuss the woman's condition,
the fact that the seizure is concentrated on the
left side, and agree there is no need to start an in-
travenous injection.

As worried parents look on, the seizure ends
and the patient is prepared for her trip by ambu-
lance to Kenmore Mercy Hospital for observation.

One call in a steady stream of pleas for help.

T’S ONLY THAT steady volume of calls, how-

ever, that keeps paramedics at peak perform=
ance, officials note. In their first full year, 1976,
the unit responded to 1,703 calls. That total climb-
ed to 1,905 for 1977 and 1,937 for 1978.

A significant -number were cardiac emergen-
cies: 411 or 21.7 percent in 1977, and 438 or 18.1
percent in 1978.

General medical disorders accounted for 340
calls in 1977 and 382 in 1978. This was followed by
trauma emergencies such as burns, falls, athletic
injuries: 337 in 1977 and 346 in 1978.

Car accidents accounted for 277 calls in 1977
and 330 in 1978.

And at last count, the unit has delivered 12
babies.

“For a municipality so close to the hospitals,
it's amazing the number of women who can’t
make it there in time,” says Kevin. He helped to
deliver the unit’s first baby, Amanda Howe, on
Feb. 19, 1976.

“I was so elated 1 couldn't sleep for two
days,” he says.

Wayne Busch, who also responded to the call,
adds: “Tt was a big relief for everyone, including
us. From then on, we were on a big upper.”’

Continued on Page 6

The Buffalo News Magazine/July 22, 1979
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The Paramedics_

Unfortunately, not all the calls end on a happy
note. And calls involving infants seem to be the
worst, says Kate. In one three-week stretch,
members of the unit experienced the death of
three babies, aged six months and younger.

Kevin Day recalls the case in which an infant
accidentally suffocated, and there was nothing the
paramedics could do fo revive him. “The baby
was a week younger than my own son,” Kevin
says. “It didn't hit me until a few hours later.
After that . . . well, there were times I'm sure 1
wanted td go into the corner and cry.

“There are calls on which you do ail you
possibly. can . .. On some, you get there and
there are signs. On others, there is nothing you
can do.

“After some of the calls, I would mope around
for days. My wife would say 1 did everything 1
could. Sometimes I wonder. You always think, if 1
had done this before that . . . Sometimes you're
‘your own worst critic.”

A real frustration, explains Kate, is when you
reach a patient only to learn that you've been
called too late, that another hour could have
made a difference.

A daily diet of pressure and distress can
weigh heavily on paramedics. The experts warn
of burn-out, and most figure 15 years is a maxi-
mum for the job.

S THE ONLY WOMAN on the squad, Kate

Rose has been in the spotlight. She's been
watched to see how women perform in a job
which depends on teamwork and trust in another
person’s professional ability.

“There were times I’'m
sure | wanted to go into
the corner and cry.”

At first, says the 30-year-old former nursing
student, some men objected fo her becoming a
paramedic. “Some thought women shouldn’t have
this job because of the physical work.”

Since then, she says, her performance on the
job has brought her acceptance.

Sometimes she get stares from the public be-
cause she wears the blué pants and the white
shirt of the paramedics’ uniform.

“But,” she says, ““I love the public. And I'm
very proud of what I am and of the unit.

““This is a big step forward in medical care.
We're taking medical care to the person in need.
1t's a revolutionary concept.”

Kate still remembers her first save three
years ago. “I feel so proud that the person is
alive today,” she says. “It's a feeling you can’t
get from anything else . . . It’s an unbelievable,
heart-warming feeling. You almost want to cry. It
makes everything worthwhile.”

Norman J. Stocker, town personnel director
and one of the grass-roots organizers of the unit,
gets weekly calls from all over the country inquir-
ing about the town’s program.

He foresees a problem for his own paramedics
in the future unless other similar programs are
developed. “The biggest problem is where do they
go for advancement. They don’t have anywhere to
go.”

In addition to Kevin, Kate and Wayne, the pa-
ramedic team includes Kent L. Hixon, Lance J.
Kohn Sr., William D. Long, David A. Peck, Ivan
Kochanoff, Joseph R. Oddo and James W. Carney.

Most of them talk about wanting to stay in
medicine — by becoming a supervisor of a unit or
a physician’s assistant — once they leave the
daily grind of answering emergency calls.

NE OF THIS AREA'S prime proponents of

paramedic service is Dr. Takats, who single-
handedly pledged the medical support necessary
to get the Town of Tonawanda’s umit off the
ground.

Everyone associated with the unit admits that
getting medical backing is the key to the future of
such programs since it is the physicians who
must issue the medical orders and who must as-
sume the medical responsibility and liability for
the paramedics.

“Physicians have the biggest string on the
whole thing,” observes Michael J. Walters, direc-
tor of the county’s emergency medical services.

Mr. Walters points to trained units in Lancast-
er and North Collins which can’t go on the road
because they lack doctors who are willing to put
their malpractice insurance and their reputations
on the line.

“When 1 first began giving advanced emer-
gency medical training, 1 was told I was nuts,”
says Dr. Takats, who has been at Kenmore Mercy
since 1970 when he completed studies as a doctor
in ostheopathic medicine. Now, he says, the area
of emergency medicine is a specialty.

Dr. Takats attended the College of Ostheo-
pathic Medicine in Kansas City and received
medical training which would not allow him to be
called a medical doctor.

That fact, toupled with Dr. Takats' maverick
style, led to some initial resistance from Kenmore
Mercy doctors.

“Qur biggest problem was Takats,”” notes Mr.
Stocker. “He didn’t fit the image of the white-
shirt doctor. He was an Hawaiian-shirt, dungaree
doctor. But we can’t thank that man enough for
the hours he’s put in developing the program.
There isn’t anybody else who would find enough
hours to do this.”

Since the state lacks a training program for
emergency medical personnel and, officials agree,
has failed to take any leadership in developing fu-
ture programs, officials fear it may be a long
time before the quality of service available in
some pocket areas touches the majority of the
population.

“I don’t think we'll see paramedic services be-
come as common as ambulance services, but we
will see pockets of paramedic care as areas see
its worth,” says David Krieman, the state Health
Department’s senior emergency medical-care
representative for the Buffalo area.

Mr. Krieman does believe that four or five
emergency-care units may get started in the
Buffalo area within the next year.

A volunteer group in Grand Island is in train-
ing and is expected to go into operation soon with
a commercial ambulance service also working
with Kenmore Mercy Hospital.

There is a proposal pending for Tonawanda
and North Tonawanda to fund jointly a paramedic
unit using trained Fire Department personnel.
Mr. Krieman describes that effort “as an oppor-
tunity to rise above the traditional viewpoints”
since the cities are located in two different
counties.

Dr. Joseph Takat:

~photo by ROY RUSSELL

‘We see people in their
greatest moment of need.”

There’s also been some movement in the rest
of the region, notes Mr. Krieman, such as in .
Jamestown and Batavia. The ideal, however, he
says, would bea countywide system operating out
of the county Medical Center, but that plan is
stymied and would require a major public outcry
for the service and a commitment fromi the medi-
cal community. “Without broad-based physician
sponsorship, you don’t have anything,”” Mr. Krie-
man says. - .

One of the major problems, officials claim, is
the state’s failure to provide any direction in
terms of training or even streamlining the re-
quirements for training.

For example, the person who completes a
federally-approved course of 500 to 800 hours is
classified just the same as a person who takes the
state-approved course of 250-300. Each is called
an emergency medical technician-paramedic.

According to Thomas Luka, assistant director
for county advanced life support, the course cur-
ricula are basically the same, although the feder-
al course goes into several more advanced,
rarely-used procedures.

A person with the basic 81-hour course is also
called an emergency medical technician, how-
ever, leading to public confusion as to how well
qualified the person is who responds to an emer-
gency.

HE PROBLEMS FOR AN areawide program

are many. For those in the field, however,
the bottom line is that cities like Dallas, Seattle,
Miami and Los Angeles are further ahead.

As Mrs. Piekiel from the State Health Depart-

ment puts it, “When we say we have a right to
this care, are we willing to say we're also willing
to pay for it?""
ROSE CIOTTA is a News staff reporter who
covered the Tonawandas for the last two years.
She currently reports on news from the Erie
County Legislature.
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