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MEETING SUMMARY  
 

DATE:   April 22, 2004 
 
SUBJECT:  TOWN OF TONAWANDA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
   APRIL 20, 2004- PUBLIC INPUT MEETING   
   Hoover Middle School  
   Town Job Number 2655 
 
ATTENDANCE: Town Board: Ronald Moline, Supervisor; Daniel Crangle; John Donnelly; 

John Flynn; David Rider; Joseph Shiah; Ray Sinclair. 
   CPB: Ed Umiker; George Melrose; Robert Morris; Kenneth Swanekamp; 

Lynne Sutherland; Robert Dimmig.  
   Wendel Duchscherer: Andrew Reilly, Mark Mistretta, Ellen Parker 
   Members of the public.   
 
 

 
The meeting began with an Open House format.  Attendees were asked to place a dot on a map 
to indicate where in Town they live.  Displays included maps, photographs, and demographic 
charts.  The public was encouraged to fill out comment forms and a short questionnaire.  Other 
interactive displays asked for input on where traffic problems exist, and neighborhoods. 
Representatives from the Comprehensive Plan Board were available to answer questions and 
to explain the displays.    Fifty-nine persons signed in, and additional persons who did not sign 
in were in attendance.  The audience included project representatives, Town officials and the 
general public.    
 
Ed Umiker, Chair of the Comprehensive Plan Committee, opened the meeting by welcoming the 
public and introducing Town officials in attendance.  He made a brief presentation about the 
background of this planning project, and its importance, with an overview of some of the initial 
findings.   
 
Andrew Reilly thanked people for attending, and gave a brief overview of the Comprehensive Plan 
process and the purposes of a Comprehensive Plan.   He noted that this meeting was to make sure 
we are looking at the correct topics, and that we have a good sense of public opinion.  There will be 
one additional public input meeting in the future to get feedback on the recommendations, plus the 
public hearing before adoption.  He encouraged people to provide input so the Plan can reflect what 
the public wants for the Town’s future.  
 
Mr. Reilly and Ellen Parker then gave a brief overview of the findings to date.  Topics included 
Population, housing, environmental issues, neighborhoods, land use patterns, economic 
development and community development, transportation, and public services and facilities.   
 
The meeting was then opened to questions and comments from the public.  First, residents were 
asked if there were additional topics or issues of importance to be addressed.  Then, topics were 
raised to get opinions and comments on various topics of concern.  The following list summarizes 
the major points that were addressed, organized by topic. 
 

Additional Topics:  
The public was asked if all important topics were being addressed.  The following additional topics 
were raised:  
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Location of Youth Centers—eastern part of Town 
Public Security and Safety—issues pertaining to emergency services, etc. deserve their own 
discussion apart from discussion on public services.  Include fire, police, EMS, Neighborhood 
Watch efforts. Emulate Amherst (“safest city in America”) 
Residential Development—need greater diversity of housing choices 
Locational advantage—as first ring suburb, Tonawanda is in place for redevelopment, especially if 
people get tired of long commutes and high gas prices 
Education- high quality of the school district is very important 

 
 

Neighborhoods 
Residents agreed strong neighborhoods were important to the character of the Town—this strong 
neighborhood identity is not everywhere—example of Cheektowaga was given, where 
neighborhoods are not as strong 
There are nine neighborhood watch groups 
Each neighborhood is unique, with its own needs 
Parkview Triangle- very active community association 
Riverview- no longer as active, and speaker felt this was a loss 
Paramount- not as strong an identity (speaker never knew it was a neighborhood)  
Village of Kenmore- very strong identity, and this is a benefit 
Lincoln Park- beginning to see problems 
Neighborhood watch group is a good way to strengthen neighborhood identity 
Try to target younger families, activities for kids 
Focus on keeping the area a good place to live 

 
Economic Development 

Areas to encourage economic development/ redevelopment:  
Colvin-Eggert 
Brighton-Colvin corner 
Sheridan Drive between Military and the waterfront- needs improvement 
Quality Market site  

Pockets of commercial are excellent if dispersed- have to sensitive to impacts (appearance, 
upkeep, screening—make sure businesses are “good neighbors” 
Recognize importance of Kenmore-Mercy, encourage good development surrounding it. 

 
Transportation 

Transportation problem areas:  
Crossing Sheridan and Delaware (example given of Senior Home across from Premier) 
Aquatic Center- Tops area— confusing traffic patterns 
Parker Boulevard- very busy 
Niagara Falls Boulevard- too many driveways, high accident rate, speed limits too high 
Brighton at Niagara Falls Boulevard-- new turn lanes help, but timing of signals need 
improvement 

Need to make community more “walkable” 
Right turn on red makes it more difficult for pedestrians 
Rapid transit along old rail line 
Bridges for bike paths are not very practical 
Parking on both sides of the street- a problem for traffic flow (especially school buses)  
Loves bike paths, but have to drive to get to them because it’s not safe to cross roads 
Not many people walk now 
Buses—not many people use them because service is not great- especially east-west routes 
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Hope rail-to-trail bike path issue is not dead.  
 
 

Municipal Services 
Ice Rinks- question as to whether there are plans to update ice rinks.  Usage is up, and could 
justify “half” a new rink 
Pools- why such a short season (driven by lifeguard availability) 
Water system- age is an issue 
Libraries- crowd was very split regarding issue of consolidating library system  
Regionalism- suspicious of move toward regionalism, because Town services are so superior 

 
 

The meeting was formally concluded at about 8:45 p.m., but many residents remained to look at the 
materials and talk to project representatives.   
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